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ST. MICHAEL'S MOUNT, 



GOOD-FRIDAY MORNING i April, 1810. 



Canto jTitJrt* 



EuRiPiD. Danae. 

«* Sweet is the breath q/' morn, her rising sweet 
JVith charm of earliest birds : pleasant the sun, 
JVhen Jirst on this delightful land he spreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower. 

Glistering with dew.'* — 

Milton. p« l, b. 4. 



AUGUMENT. 
hiroductim....Dhtam vim of ,h, Mounl.-Tlu: . 



St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 



My learn*d Ansblm! expert to tune the lyre} 

As HoBACE graceful ; and with Pindar's fire ; 

The bright effulgence of whose classic page 

Darts through the present to a future age; > 

To thee, selected from th' Aonian throng, 3 

The grateful Muse inscribes her rural song : 

She, by thy candid guidance, holds her way. 

And owes her twilight to thy cloudless day. 

On that all-hallowed niorn, when praising, stood 
Our pious fathers round the holy-rood, 10 

As Bethlem*s star, o'er earth with cheering ray. 
From Calvary spread universal day, 
St. Michael's Mount, whose turrets pierce the sky^ 
in ancient grandeur, burst upon the eye. 



St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. cavto i. 

The glistening meads were cloth'd with pearly dew; 15 

Along the shores grey mists of morning flew ; 

The eastern front shone high with features bold; 

The radiant sun illumM each tint with gold; 

The western rocks, wrapt in a softe^'d shade. 

Majestic rose; a warmth sublime displayed; 20 

And while its gothic towers salute the day, 

The bashful flanks slirank from the early ray ; 

Deep umbre shades enrich'd the stately wall. 

And Britain's flag, imperial, wav'd o'er all ; 

(Old Ocean, guardian of her envied charms, 25 

Her rugged waist encircling with his arms ;) 

What art ne'er equall'd, on the flood serene. 

By nature's pencil, glow'd the glassy scene ; 

Emerging from behind, for distant seas. 

The snow'y sails were spread before the breeze. 30 

Thou Mighty Angel, in whose presence stand 
Inferior powers to wait thy high command ; 
And whose protecting wings a fragrance shed 
Of heavenly odours round thy mountain's head. 
Thy Mount I sing; and, O ! propitious deign 35 

To look, approving, on my lowly strain. 

The purple main subsides; the widening shore 
Black rocks displays, with sea-weed mantled o'er ; 
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8 St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. cAsro i. 

Its hospitable arms extends to those 

Who, toss'd on troubled waters, seek repose. 

When howling tempests harrow up the main. 
And pilots, struggling, find all efforts vain 

The reeling ship to guide beyond the bay ; 55 

Safe from the dangers of the boistrous way 
They hither steer, and lasting shelter find : — 
Saint Michael always is to strangers kind ! 

Now, through a peaceful village we ascend. 

Where Ocean's sons their festive moments spend ; 60 

And, lo ! the silent spot attracts the eye. 
Where their forefathers and relations lie : 



of Its virtue ; and the blown-sand is useless. The Cornish acre is l60 yards of 18 feet to the yard ; 
on one of which, near 500 sacks of sand are laid; sometimes 200, where the distance is great- 
Where a great deal is used, the seed is much and the straw little ; but where less sand is used, there 
is much straw and little grain. The grass of well sanded ground though short far exceeds that 
which is longer, where less sand is used, as to feeding, abundance of milk, good cream, and other 
useful purposes. Little or no snow lies in well sanded places ; there is a continual winter-spring ; 
an early harvest ; and a much milder atmosphere then is found in other places. 

See Phil, Trans. No. 113. P. 993. 

Line 50. A safe harlour. — It has 14 feet of water at spring, and Q at neap tides. It is about 
a mile in circumference. 

Line 68. To strangers kind, — O'er one of the wells at Linlithgow, l6 miles west from Edin- 
burgh, are these words, '* st- michabl is kind to strangers." 

Line 59. Fillage — The number of inhabiunts amounts to about 250, and during the pilchard 
season it generally encreases to 100 more. 



cAirro I. St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 

Moss-clad memorials^ thinly scatter'd^ shew 

What virtues they possesd*d who sleep below. 

The withered grass waves palely in the breeze 65 

That^ sighing, steals through the funereal trees. 

Ah ! fare-thee-well, thou melancholy scene. 

Far difFVent call us up the velvet green. 

A verdant grove stands as a faithful ward. 
The steep and winding castle-way to guard ; 7« 

The bashful primroses, obscurely^ bloom. 
And shed a softness o*er its sombre gloom ; 
The cheerful feathered songsters sport among 
Its tufted firs, and hail us with a song. 

While, round the eastern heights, we climb our way T5 

In opposition to the vernal ray. 
In fragrant beds,j|gtVer th^enamelPd ground. 
Gay gold-cup«Hjij^^ hy'cinths nod around; 

From these ^ Fairy train, by Fancy seen. 

When tripping, lightly, up the dewy green, 80 

Ere yet the morn arises, aether quaff; 
And fbot.it merrily, and sing, and laugh. 

In rugged majesty, with stern disdain. 
Rocks pird on rocks frown on the foaming main ; 
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10 St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 

Though fix'd, eternally^ as natnre*& law, gy 

Their threat'iiing aspect fills the mind with awe : 
Towers rear*d o'er towers, in Gothic order plac'd. 
Shew to the east the Masler-Masons taste ^ 

I'hc yesty surge, that, flashing, heaves below. 

Clothes the hoar ledges in a robe of snow. QO 

Proceed we, now, to where the stately frame 
Basks in the blaze uf the niCiidian fiamc ; 



Line 88. The Master-Mason s taste. — Sir JoHK St. Aubyn, the proprietor of ihe Mouat, is 
Provincial Grand-Master of Cornwall ; and allowed by all good Masons to be a distinguished onu- 
nicnt of their nio^t ancient and honourable order. The numbers three, Jivfy teeen, and ele9€% are 
sacred to masonry. In a masterly disposition of these consists the chief beauty of the castle 
anbiiecturr. There are 3 lights east end of the chai)el. 3 embrasures before the two lower lights 
of ilic cl.a|>ol. 3 loop holes which face the castlc-way* 3 embiasurcs a little further on. 3 em- 
brasures north of the west wing. 3 embrasures south of the portal. 3 cannons which compose 
the lower battery. 3 lights in that part of the building which retires from the south front on the 
lyest. 3 turrets on the tower south. 3 embrasures west ditto. 3 lights in the *drawing-RHMns> 
north. 3 embrasures north wall of the entrance to the 'drawing-rooms. 

Tliere are 5 turrets west tower. 5 embrasures over the portal. 5 turrets south of the building 
which is south of the portal. 5 turrets east front of the east 'drawing-room. 5 tunets over a 
projection before the east Mrawing-room. 5 o|)enings circular above the preceeding. 5 embnanrea 
south east. 5 turrets south of the building before the two lower lights east of the chapel. 5 steps 
lead to the furnace for red-hot balls. 5 steps each side of the lower cannons. 

There arc 7 cannons which compose the south battery. 7 embrasures north and sooth of the 
chapel. 

There are 1 1 cannons which compose the north upper battery. 1 1 embrasures east of the bcu^k 
court. 1 1 turrets north and south Mrawing-room walls. 1 1 panes in the upper light east end of 
the chapel, it is a circle. 11 steps crown each of the gables of the Mrawtng-iooms. U cmbrasares 
south front. 

*' Cum mnltis aliis qiue sit mon longa referre.*' 
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CAVTO ju St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 22 

Here, genial Spring directs the pleasing toil^ 

And scatters plants^ ui^number'd^' o*er the soil; 

The richest odours^ by her fostVing care^ 95 

Embalm the Mounts and: incense loads the air. 

On precipices vast, fair wild flowers grow ; 

The graceful tamarisks wave o*er their brow ; 

And, far above, before the castle, stands 

A mournful cross, the work of pious hands ; 1 00 



Line 97. WlldJlowerf.'^Tht Monnt abounds with a vast variety of beibs and plants, which 
serve both for food and medicine. At the moment of writing this note, (July,) there is an old man 
of a respectable appearance sitting on the velvet turf, and picking ground-ivy from among the fern 
that skirts the way. He says thAt neither he, nor his wife, has for many years, taken any thing 
in the morning or afternoon, but a decoction of this herb. 

NaUa animalia noxia hie repeiinntur. Quod insula haec, (uti et Creta, et Ebusas, et Hibemia,) 
Budificis et venenatis animalibus caieat naturae soli, boo est, occnltae qualitati ipsi solo Creatoris 
proTidentia insitK, debere videtnr f proprias quidcm causas physicas assequi non licet, sed ad 
ncoessarium hoc communis ignorantis asylum hie, ut in multis, coafugiendum est. 

"Though the island Stroma lie so near Caithness that it was always reckoned a part of this 
Shiie, and belonged to the Earls of Caithness, the Title to it veas controverted by the Eari of 
Orkney, but decided in favour of the Earl of Caithness, by making an experiment with various 
animals, which being brought hither, lived and bred : whereas if such are set ashore at Orkney, they 
die immediately.** 

Compute History of Europe, fol. 1744. 



Line 100. Croii.— Afler the introduction of Christianity, and more especially after the age of 
Constantine, (be^^nning of the fotitth century,) the cross became an object of very general vene- 
ration. When Augustine first came to preach the christian faith to the Saxons, a cross was borne 
before him with a banner, on which was the image of our Saviour. Among various purposes to 
which the cross was appropriated, it was erected as a place of public prayer. In almost every 
■larket town that had a rdigious foundation there vras a market cross. At markets and fairs it was, 
as it is now, customary to pay tolls on articles sold. Many of these belonged to monasteries. To 

D 



J3 St. liICHAEL*# UDVMT. 

Religion's sons in other ages^ thcre^ 
When day arose^ preferred an earlj prafer i 
Made warm orisons for each sealoiis bafid 
That joumied onward to the Holy*land : 



promote them the monks fre qaentW ImrangMil the fiopulaee from tibe mnu. Oroltet are T<miid 
subsisting as memorials of the boundary of property* parishes, and laDCtaariea ; and as pisblk re- 
cords of battles. Others were placed by the way side, aiul on the spot where the corpse of any 
person of eminence was set down for the rcic of the atttndaacs, so that *^ m lraaK«nlib«a pro ri«sa 
animo deprecetur.'* Mendicants stationed themselves near some of these crosses and begged alnsty 
in the name of Jesus : hence the proverb, which is still leuiued *' He begs like a cripple at a croM.»* 
i. c. He is very urgent in his entreaties. 

line 104. Holtf £ani.-.The Christians^ Crom the earilest ages of the choreh, were aeensloaiei^ 
with superstitions devotion, to visit that country which the Almighty had selected as the inhe- 
ritance of his favourite i>eople, and in which the Son of God had accomplished the redemption of 
mankind. Abo«t the dose of the tenth and bcfpnningof the eleventh oentnry, an opinion tpiead 
with rapidity over Eotope, that the 1000 years mentioned by St. Jofaa wm aeoooiplislMd, and tito 
end of the world was at band* A general consternation seised niMikkid. Many hwrried wich p«a- 
dpitlition to the Holy Land, where they imagiwid tlMt Chnst woold qoicUy appear to judge tile 
world. The Turks conquered Syria about the middle of the eleventh century. About that umo 
pilgrimages were most rrccjiicnt ; and every person who returned from Palestine related the dau^gera 
which he had encountered, in visiting the holy city, and described with exaggeration the cruelty 
and vexations of the Turks. Pei^r the hermit, a Gu^atical monk conceived the idea of leading all 
tho forces of Christendom against the infidels, and of driving them oui of the Holy-land. That 
martial Apostle ran from province to province with a cniciBx in his hand, exciting the princes and 
people to the Holy-war : and we have the incredible account from cotemporary authors, that gix 
millions of persons assumed the cross, which was affixed to theic right shoulder, and was the badge 
t^t distinguished such as devoted themselves to this holy warfare . 

Rohertstm*t UittorMof Charles V. voU 1« 
Burners History qf England,, vot I . 

" Among the soldiers who accompMiied Henry and Richard the First in tlieir wUd caqpeditions 
we might discover a few Cornish navies.— -One of the Tregarthyos, of Tregartkyn in Our«i» ac* 
companied Richard I. to the Holy-kad j whMC he is said to have carried an escalop-«heii witki htnu 
to drink out of. Mr. PolwkeU*s HiUor^ ^ Gmmalls Ik 2, c« U 



Mna J. ftr. HICHABL1 UOUNT ^^ 

Sires, for success, the virgin's aid besought* lot 

By brothers, in loud matioii, brothers fought i 
While from the caverns hoar, and turrets high, 
Th' awak'ning Edioes, emulous, made reply. 

Hail ancient relic I on this, sacred day, hq 

Who can from thee, irraercnt, turn away ? 
Though simpler rites than those perform'd of old. 
When monks their beads, before thee, daily told. 
Exclude thee from the scene ; thy presence, still. 
Sends back the mind to Calv'ry's blood-Btain'd bill. 

With bold abruptness, now, tbe cntle's bigfa, H$ 

And rugged outline, breaks tbe axure Ay ; 
Through lofty walls, by Time besprent with grey. 
The narrow lattices invite the day, " ' 

Whose leaden casements have for ages part, ■ fin'f 

Withstood the fury of the southern blast. flM 

Huge masses, next, in every posture laid ■ '.iT 

With yellow ting'd and waving lichens clad. 
Obstruct the way ; there, tow'ring, from tbe rest 
An awful rock stares, sullen, on tbe west ; 

At evening tide, rob'd in a vestment dun, MS 

It courts th' effulgence of the setting lun j 
If threat'ning, there, by Nature's mandate left;. 
By earthquakes sever'd ; or by lightnings cleft> 



14 fr* MICHAEL** VOWfi miam i. 

The Muse enquires not, while it stands snblime, 
And braves the grasp of allndevouring Time. 

As rays from heaven the ragged chinks pervade ; ISO 

The Mountain seems alternate light and shade; 
On either hand^ vast shapeless fragments lie ; 
Embrowned or tincturM with a vermeil dye ; 

Retiring rude they leave a frightful way^ 155 

While velvet lichens round the temples play : 

Through passes such as this^ when leading on 

His hardy warriors^ tannM in Afric*s aun, 

Aeross the Alps to seal her lasting doom^ 

Stern Hannibal advanced to mighty Rome. 140 

On lofty ramparts are descried^ afar, 
Yhe yawning cannon threatening dreadful wari 
And sure destruction on th^ill-fiited powers 
That would attempt Saint MichaeFs sacred towers: 
Firm on its granite base this boldly stands, 143 

Sends forth its thunders, and the bay commands; 
That, elevated in the liquid air. 
The castle portal makes its only care ; 
The entrance covers ; gu^ds the ancient walls. 
While knights securely tread the princdy halls; 150 



CArro ti St. MICHAEL^d MOUNT. 

Or^ when Old England^s sons fresh laurels gain; 
Or in the fields or on the sounding main ; 

Round Cornwairs echoing shores they carry, far^ 

The happy news of the successful war ; 

While clouds of smoke around the ramparts play, 155 

The rustling flag streams joyful on the day. 

Hung o*er our changeful path, in rougher forms. 
The batter'd features chide the northern storms ; 
Such glooms as winter knows pervade the whole 
Black dreary scene, and chill the shivering soul ; l6o 

The waters, heaving, dash against its feet. 
And the proud clifis, without compassion, beat. 

Down to the strand, by winding steps, we turn. 
And, lo ! a Naid with her crystal urn ; 

RemovM from vulgar eyes, she strives to hide l65 

Her bashful countenance in the mountain's side; 
And sends, unfailing, from her liquid store, 
A bubbling rill along the stony shore. 

Again, the Gothic towVs burst on the sight. 
And, up the Mount, our wearied steps invite; 170 

B 
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]g 9r. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. mAMTo t. 

While elder shrabs, and moisture-loving grass. 
In wanton sport, obstruct us as we pass. 
We, frequent, panting, pause; then, strive again 
The easier cause-way*s winding course t*obtain. 

Approaching near the narrow mouldering gate, 17* 

The yawning loop-holes stare in feudal state; 
Though on the grating hinge no longer turn 
The massive valves, at eve, or coming mom, K" 



Line 171. Elder shrubs. -^^^ The great esteem in nvhich the ancient Cornish held the Elder, 
(or Samhucus,) is very remarkable"———'' If we conMder the great value of this plant in all its 
several parts and stages, we shall be convinced that few shrubs deserve a greater regard."——" Itt 
leaves, buds, blossoms, berries, pith, wood, and bark, have more virtues than can possibly ha:fe 
room here without entering into too minute a detail." 

Dr, Borlase's Natural History qfCammall, fol. p. fS5. 



In superstitious times the Elder was viewed in another light from what it has appeared to the 
eye of the Doctor. It was considered a charm, or safeguard, against evil spirits and witches. The 
consecrated ground where the ashes of our forefathers are deposited was fref^uently surrounded with 
elder shrubs, with a view, either to keep out evil spirits, or to keep in restless ghosts ; it b most 
readily granted that its medicinal virtues are many ; but iu frequent occurrence before the cottager's 
door, or on the hedge surrounding his garden, perhaps ought rather to be attributed to the above 
idea than to a regard for its healing qualities. 

Iu those parts of Scotland where nature remains free from affectation, and ancient simplicity un- 
disturbed by modem refinement, the Elder is known by no otket name but " The Bounlree.** The 
author has often endeavoured to ascertaia the cause of this, but his not succeeded. He, therefore, 
risks a conjecture. If well founded the reader must determine. 

It marked the bounds of Church-yards and other places. It was believed to set bounds to the 
walking of a ghost, and the malice of a witch. Hence, it obtained, perhaps, for this reason, over a 
whole Kingdom the name of'* the bound-trbe ;** Scotticd " boun'-tree ;** vulgo bouktreb.*' 



CAVTO 1. St. BilCHAEL's MOUNT. ] ^ 

From the high watch-tower^ Fancy^ through the air^ 

Hears the hoarse warrior callings "wAo comes there f** 180 

Rows of artillery^ in black array. 

Destruction menace on our timorous way. 

Ye ramparts strong ! of wrath yourselves disarm ; 

Those, who approach you, meditate no harm; 

No secret foes are they with treacherous views, 185 

But humble votVies of the peaceful Muse. — 

Dead silence reigns o*er all the battlements; 
No warriors awe us; and no guard prevents; 
Even on the cannon we securely lean. 

And, wondering, gaze o*er all the enchanting scene; 190 

Or, round the northern heights, delighted, go, 
And trace the ramblings we pursued below; 
Or, safe from danger, smile upon the hoar 
Impending rocks which threatened us before. 

At last, when Contemplation has her fill 195 

Of all the beauties of the wond'rous hill. 
The rough assistance of a granite stair, 
(But dignified by those who visit there,) 
Leads to the only portal in the walls 
That gives admission to St. Michaels halls. 200 



18 St. MICnAEL*i MOUNT. OAtm %, 

The rust-clad knocker, formed in days of old. 
Oft plied by noble Dames, and Barons bold. 

The bolt-bound-gate now shakes ; the thund*ring sound 

Makes all the turrets, echoing wild, rebound. 

At intervals, we place the longing ear, 205 

Th* obsequious tread of menial steps to heAr : 

List ! feet are heard : we, through a hole, descry 
The cautious porter's scrutinizing eye | 
And, having viewed each visage keenly o'er, 
He, courteously, sets wide the heavy-creaking door. 210 



END OlP CANTO FIRST. 



ST. MICHAEL'S MOUNT 



GOOD-FRIDAY MORNING x April, l8io. 



Canto ^etonli. 



" O ihau thai rollest above, round as the shield of my fathers ! whence are thy learns, 
O Sun I thy everlasting light f'^^JThou comest forth in thy awful beauty ; the stars hide 
themselves in the sky ; the moon, cold and pale, sinks in the western wave ; — the oaks qfthe 
mountains fall : the mountains themselves decay with years : the ocean shrinks and grows 
again : the moon herseff is lost in the heavens : but thou art for ever the samc^-^^lVhen the 
world is dark with tempests; when thunder rolls, and lightning flies ; thou lookest in thy beauty 
from the clouds, and laughest at the storm. But to Ossian thou lookest in vain!'' 

OssiAN^s Address to the Sun. 



ARGUMENT. 



Introduction. — Entrance into the Castle. — The ^Drawing /2(M)»w.— 
The Hall. — The Principal Characters that have occupied or 
possessed it ; St. Keyna ; De Pomeroy ; jin Ecclesiastic ; Trerise ; 
St. Aubyn. — Chapel. — Quire of Angels. — Sortg of the Angels. 



St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 



JMY earliest Friend ! like insects of a day, 

Tbe sons of men appear, and pass away : 

Though wintry clouds the face of heaven deform. 

And nature shrink before the scowling storm : 

Though meads, awhile, their absent verdure mourn, 5 

And forests weep their leafy honours torn ; 

Within the. door of life, soon, reappear 

The flow*ry tribes to hail the infant year ; 

Caird by the voice of Spring they deck the plain. 

And shed perfumes all o'er her fragrant reign ; 10 

But when, alas ! we sink into the tomb. 

Though roses bloom, for us, in vain, they bloom ; 
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No vernal sweets come wafted on the gale^ 

To cheer the confines of Death's gloomy vale : 

Full many a group enraptur'd, has surveyM 15 

The scenes sublime where we, this morn, have strayM ; 
Then, congregating, clustered round the door. 
Where now we pause ; but cluster, now, no more ! 

Where iroops of pilgrims, whilom, entered in 
To pray St. Michael to remove their sin ; 20 



Line 19. Troops o/*pr7^ff7i5.— The prodigeous fesort of Pilgrims to St Michael's Moan t is the 
most remarkable circumstance connected with its ecclesiastical history. The principal cause of the 
great influx of votaties to its shrine was the following Instrument. 

** To all Members of Holy Mother Church, who shall lead or hear these Letters, Peace and 
Salvation. Be it known unto you all that our Most Holy Pope Gregory, iu the year of Christ's 
Incarnation 1070, out of his great zeal and devotion to the church of Mount St. Michael in Tumba, 
in the County of Cornwall, hath piously granted unto the aforesaid Church, which is entrusted to 
the angelical Ministry, and with full approbation consecrated and sanctified, to remit to all the faith- 
ful, who shall enrich, endow, or visit, the said Church, a third part of their penance ; and that this 
Grant may remain for ever unshaken, and inviolable, by the Autliority of God the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, he forbids all his Sucessors from attempting to make any alteiation 
against this decree.** 

That the numbers of the devout Pilgrims might be greater and mote frequent, this proclamatioti 
was affixed to the doors of the church ; and, in others, it was read before the people.— — " Between 
MArazion and the Mount is the *' Chapel Rock ** whereon the pilgrims who came to visit the Priory 
of St. Michael, are said to have performed certain dcvotionary and superstitious ceremonies, iu a 
kind of initiatory chapel, previous to their admission to the more sacred Mount. ** 

Sfc Mr, Poiuhcles Hiitori/ of Cornwall b. 2. c. 3. tub fin. 



Without groping amid antiquarian darkness, it seems just as consistent with truth to account for 
the name in a way much more simple and natural. There is not the slightest vestige of masonry on 
this rock ; nor is it likely there ever was any. Navigation requires that such rocks be called by names ^ 
and, with all deference to an opinion sanctioned by writers of high reputation, from its vicinity to the 
shrine of St. Michael, to distinguish it from others, and foi no other reason, it seems lo have re» 
ceived the name of the "Chapel Rock.** 
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CAHTO 11. St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 

Where barefoot hermits^ from the lonely cell. 

Supported merely by their staff and shell. 

Once, patient, waited round the sacred place. 

Till they received their promised share of grace ; 

Where armed Knights, in dark array, once strode, 25 

And shook the rafters of the firm abode ; 

And where the fair, to sooth their martial toils. 

Erst, entered in,— — and enter still with smiles. 

We hold our way. A vaulted passage, bright 

When day descends, with lamps of purest light, 30 

Invites us on. See, through its wid'ning door. 

The 'drawing room display its oaken floor: 

There, Beauty's train, at morn and eve, repairs ; 

There, modest Graces fill the ancient chairs ; 

While over all, rich blushing, like the morn, 35 

The fretted ceiling saffron streaks adorn. 

The eastern hall, majestic in the air, 
Perfum'd with odours from Aurora's hair, 
To the expanse of waters Sf^read below. 
Displays a trophy wrested from the foe. 40 



Line 40. A tvophy wrested from the foe, — Six small cannon ; on the breech of which are these 
wordSf '* Le courant a Rennae en Germinal dme annee Republicaine.'* 
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When king Braganus filFd old Brecknock's throne; 
And pilgrimages could for sin atone; 
The beauteous Keyna left her (ather*s court; 
The scrip she bore ; the stafF her steps support ; 
Below her cockle-hat^ her features find 45 

Precarious shelter from the rain and wind; 
Oft as her feet distain the rugged ground^ 

G>nsoling balm Faith pours into the wound ; 

Her lively hope anticipates the hours^ 

She bless*d shall spend within St. MichaeFs towers; 50 

And constant^ Fame reports, at dawn of day. 

The lovely fair-one hither came to pray. 



Line 43. Keyna, — *' When the monks first seitled at St. MlchaePs Mount, is OBeertain. 
Edward the Confessor found monks here, serving God, and gave them» by charter, the property of 
the Mount and other lands ; firit obligiog them to conform to the rules of St. Benedict. Bat long 
before, this place seems renowned for its sanctity, and. therefore, most have been dedicated to re- 
ligion. St. Keyne, " (Keyna) ** a holy virgin and daogbier of Brafcanos, prince of Brecknockshire, 
is said to have gone a pilgrimage to St. MichaePs Mount in Cornwall. This saint lived in the latter 
end of the fifth century & *' (about 4g0,)*' and, as she probably dwelt in the eastern part of the 
county, (where her church and well are still to be seen, and her festival is celebrated on the 30th. of 
September) it is not unlikely, that she performed this pilgrimage to St. Michael's Mount. Whence 
it appears that this place was dedicated to religion, at least as early as the latter end of the fifUi 
century ^ above 600 years before the grant and settlement of it by Edward the Confessor.** 

Mr. Polwhelet History ^Comwult. b. 1. c. 3. 
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Behold the Hall ^rray'd in ancient state^ 
Where steel-clad chieftains met in warm debate ; 
Along the walls the silent trumpets hang, *5 

With which, of old, the gilded rafters rang ; 
Here, lies a cuirass ; there, a dinted shield 
That blaz*d of yore, in many a bloody field ; 
There, useless, pendent on their rusty nail. 

The sable helmet, and the rifted mail; 6o 

Here, unemployed for ages, black remain 
Parts of the clanking penitential chain ; 
Its links, no more, the monk's worn frame surround. 
While stretch'd in sackcloth on the humid ground ; 
There, hastes a hunter with his shining spear; 65 

Here, o'er the mountains bound the timid deer; 
Another, yonder, with his silver horn. 
On hill and dale, awakes the drowsy morn ; 
Here, hounds return besmeared with purple gore; 
There, lies the carcase of the mangled boar 70 



Line 53. Tht Fa//.— To the traveller this is now called " Chevy-chace Room.** Its appeannoe 
4s much calailated to recall to the mind those times, when 

** The stout Earl of Northumheiiand 

A TOW to God did make 
His pleasure in the Scottish woods 

Three summers days to take. *' 

Ballad qf Ckevy^Chaoe* 
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Through painted lattices^ the noon-tide beams^ 
On the brown wall^ appear in bloody gleams. 

In such a place as this, forms, not of clay. 
From feasts and mirth, have beckoned Thanes away. 

The guiltless mind knows no remorse ; nor fears 75 

To hold discourse with shades of other years. 

Departed tenants ! at the Muse's call. 
Rise from your tombs, and tread the murky hall. 

See ! who appears ?-— A figure tall and pale ; 
Her faded cheek hid in a snowy veil ; 80 

In humid languor moves her glassy eye ; 
And wan the lips that with the rose could vie ; 
Unchang'd her ivVy neck and hands remain ; 
Down from her shoulders waves the flowing train ; 
Her rosary conceal'd among its folds ; 85 

In her right hand a silver cross she holds ; 
She comes devoutly with a silent pace ; — 
*Tis Keyna*s gait ; 'tis Keyna's virgin face ! 

Ah ! lovely saint, deep sorrow fills the breast ; 
May none, hereafter, e'er disturb thy rest ; QO 

She waves her lily hand amid the dome. 
And, silent passes, to her peaceful home. 11 
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Hark ! martial sounds approach the darkening ball ; 
The helmets rattle on the conscious wall ; 

A warrior's tread the bending rafters feel; gs 

He comes ! he comes ! cas*d in resplendent steel ; 

His furry helm is fring'd with silver hair ; 

His fiery eye-balls through the visor glare ; 

His mail is dinted ; at his fierce advance, 

He stares around, and shakes bis bloody lance, 100 

He passes on ; dark purple clots of gore 
Drop from his greaves upon the trembling floor :— 
^ Say, hoary warrior, whence and what art thou ? * 
He halts ; he lifts his gauntlet to bis brow ; 
He utters, sternly, with a hoHow sound, 105 

" Db Pombrot !'' and turns indignant round ; 
With horrid tread, slow to his dark abode. 
He stalks away. So fierce Achilles strode. 

A Rbverrnd Father, bending low, app e a r s ; 
His snowy beard bespeaks his IcngthcnM years; 110 



a; 



106. " De P^mrr9y r« — lo the rc%D of Riciiafd die Fffit Sc Mkh^V% M^wnt w>f ut 
strongly fbnified ihaL, altlioa^ tenanted br oooe but mookf, h fr»f br tarprife'Miir iha it ^^^M be 
t^en. Dofiag Ridiard'f cayUr'ny, Heonr De Voaxr^jj trtzed it by utsiciytry ksA trr'^W-A iiwt 
afiri^led mnnki Whco ibe Kii^g had reooreicd ht* liberty, the fsth cbWfuin dreuMtk^ xitK, yntmh' 
■Meat which his iafictj t*^*^; isA^ »itis bit owa baod« pata prnod w iiU rxi»ui>Dt. 

Stt Mr, P^hcktU't hiU4frf </ 0/nuf4Ui, b« Sl c I. tuLJim. 
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His velvet shapernoutte displays, no more. 

The jetty gloss it had in days of yore : 

Beads, oft at morn, and solemn vespers told. 

Hang down his cope : a radiant clasp of gold 

Shines through his beard: the autremete^ around lis 

His shoulders flung, sweeps, silver-fring'd, the ground : 

Of various dye a girdle binds his loins; 

And, as to pray, his lifted hands he joins. 

The scene is solemn ! Calm he passes on, 

And lifts his eyes amid a seeming moan ! 120 

Ye ministers of grace, howe'er you come ; 
Or, in the gaudy garb of sensual Rome; 
In that profess'd by England's tolVant Crown ; 
Or, humbly rob*d in a Greneva-gown, 

You claim respect. Oh ! what a blank would rise, 125 

Were that link gone that joins the earth and skies. 

Tre&isb succeeds ; a flower of £dward*s reign. 
Whose loyal breast soon bled among the slain ; 



Line 111* &c« Shapernoutte', a small rouncl hat, formerly worn by Ecclesiastics and Lawyers. 
Cope ; a short surplice worn by Friars, &c. Autrcmete ; a loose white robe, worn by Priests. 

Line 127. TVm jr.- -After the defeat of the Lancastrians, at Bamet, in the 10th. year of Edward 
IV. (anno 1471.) the Earl of Oxford, one of their most zealous partisans, fled from the field of 
battle ; set sail for St. Michael's Mount ; and, with a few attendants habited as pilgriqis, larpriscd 
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With mangled limbs^ and weltering wan in bloody 

He sobbing pants^ wrapt in a dripping shroud. 130 

Retire^ brave chief! emerge not fix>m the gloom^ 

Spread round the confines of thy silent tomb ; 

Griev*d mem'ry views, in many a wound and scar, 

The mournful issue of domestic war : 

When England, weeping, saw her farthest shore 135 

Bathed, not in foreign, but in native gore. 

Around these towers, amid the mortal strife. 

For England's crown was given thy valued life. 

But cease to fear; with beauteous Edward's name. 

Shall shine, unsullied, brave Trerise's fame. 140 

O Fame ! ador*d by all, in every clime. 
Have mortals struggled with the tide of Time ; 
Greece boasts her sages ; Rome, her arts and arms ; 
This fires us still ; that cherishes, and warms ; 



the garrison ; seized the fortress ; *^ and,** says Carew» ** kept the same hy strong hand.— ~Sir Joha 
Arundel deTrerice was sherife of Cornwall, where through, upon duety of his office, and commannd- 
ment from the Prince hee marched thither, with posse comiiatus, to besiege it ; and there, in a 
skirmish on the sands, which deuide the Mount from the continent^" he fell a Tictim to his loyalty, 
*' and in the said Mount's chappell lieth buried.' 



ft 



Line 139. Beauteous Edward.—" He was one of the handsomest men in England, and perhaps in 
Europe. This is acknowledged by all." Rapiru " He owed his restoration to the favour of the 
most distinguished Ladies in London**' Commines. 
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The savage tribei, who ro»m tho d«8ert plain, 145 

Throw life away, a ahapelesa mound to gain. 
The wounded chief of pain the aouqd beguiles ; 
His hand he beckons^ and departs in aniiles. 

Of silence deep aii anxious pause ensues ; 
J^o more awake.-n-rOr arc there who refuse? 150 

Soft rest upon the weary Death bestows ; 
Enjoy, ye chiefs, an undisturbed repose s 
The child unborn may, fondly, when he hears 
Of you, peruse the tales of other years. 

Thou martial hall, adieu; the Muse no more— 155 

Seel dignified another trends the floor: 
No waving plume has he ; no dinted mail ; 
He shakes no lance aa ready to assail ; 
He comes not ruthlessj^ full of hostile ire. 

With burnisb'd visor, and with eyes of fire ; i6o 

Mild are his looks ; his couutenance serene ; 
Ah ! what a noble independent mien ! 
Around his brow pure beams of honour play, 
And to the wall impart a sacred ray : 

Such manly port, and maanera chaste^ combine r99 

A Knight to prove him of no barbarous line ;. 
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The radiant glories, beaming round his head, 

Bring full to view 'tis fam'd St. Aubyn's shade ! 

Illustrious shade ! thy country seldom found 
Such zeal as thine, with principles more sound ; 



Line Ifia. St, Auhyn't ikadr. — Sir John St. Aubyn's independent principle* are linowQ to all. 
Sir Robert Walpole said that he knew the turn which ivould purchase ihc vot« orurerv member, 
except ihat of llie lillle Cornish Baronel, 

When he relumed from Parliament, the Gentlemen of Cornwall cspresaed their approbalion ofhii 
disimeresteil conduct, according to the mode ofaneienl hospitality. A Gentleman of Wining and 
reipeclabilily, in Tiuro, has communtcalcd (he fallowin); anccdole. "An old mnidcn uunt has 
frequenily, describing the manners of those times, toU! me, that in her youth, her fjlher, on ihe 
arrival of Sir Saha Si. Aubvn, at Clowance, has sentfnnis, ducks. Sic. 9tc. in paniers, as presents 
to him, " The following portrait of him appears in the GeirTtEMAN's Magasihe for February 
1743. 

"The CORNISH MOUNT, A Paralell._ 



liapavidum J'ericnt tuinie. HoR. 

Oft have I seen, from Cim-d Si. MkhadS height. 
The ocean's rage, wilh wonder and delight; 
Whilst romiog waves the lordly bulk surround, 
LashinR its bulwarks with a hideous sound : 
Thelii in vain the lo% pile assails ; 
But all her force and clangour nought avails : 
The pile majesiic scoins the pond'rous shock ; 
Her basis is an Adamanlint rock. 

Just so (in worst of times) its owner* stood. 
Serenely great, and resolutely good. 
Hii virtues cariy to the world were known ; 
He makes bii country '■int'mt still his own. 



* IIU, velul pehgi Tupts, imnota reihtil, 
Vf pflagi Tupet, magna venienle Jragore, 
Quit letc mullii circumlalraiilibm nndti, 
MttUtcntt Vua. 
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In venal senates thy fair fame alone 

BravM fell temptation, and unsullied «hone : 

Did Britain struggle to continue free ? 

Her hopes were placed, with confidence^ in thee ; 

She, grateful, saw thy strong exertions bring, 175 

Before the day, Corruption's latent spring; 

Thy powerful arm, alone, the mighty flood 

Of JValpole's eloquence, unmovM, withstood ; 

'Twas left for thee dark state cabals to scau. 

Supporting firm the dignity of man, 180 

Sweet be thy slumbers iu the peaceful tomb ; 

Thy manly virtues still, unfading, bloom 

In thy distinguish'd race; still fir'd are they 

With the bright flame that rose to light thy day. 

As whilom, pleasM he views his ancient halls, 185 

While holy beams illume the brightening walls; 
He waves us on. More faintly now tliey shine; 
And disappear when at St. Michaers shrine* 



Nor courts, nor * tyrants, can his soal affright. 
Who dares to vindicate his country's righu 
On him Cornuhia^i happiness depends ; 
The hest of patriou, and the best of friends. 
Guard hiro» kind hcav*us, to bleas his native shore. 
When truth shall stand, and traitors be no more/' 

t Nee vuUus inslanlU tifranni. Hoa. 

He died, the 16th. of August^ 1744. 
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The vaulted fane, where, filFd with hcij zeal. 
Have hermits bent; ^here still the pious kneel, 190 

And, humbly prostrate on th^ marble floor. 
The Sovereign Lord of heaven and earth adore. 
Wide open stands; with reverential fear, 
Within the hallowed temple we appear. 

See, on the glass, how eastern sages bring, IQS 

The choicest presents to the Infiint King; 
See, how a soldier brandishes his sword, 
WhHe wttping Mary mourns her suffering Lord ; 

See, how the twelve gaze with astonished eyes. 

As he ascends with angels to the skies. 200 

With the deep orgRn^s toUnd, on sbleitm days. 
Here rise from grateful lips loud psalms of praise ;: 

Adown the Mount desoends the heavenly strain,^ 

And steals extmic o*er the silent main. 

The rosy morn, or evening grey to hail, 205 

While listening mariners unbend the sail; 

Forsake their d6Stin*d course, i^iid linger long^ 

Bereft of power to leave th*cnchanUng song. 

Even now, there seems as from the lofty sky 
Came dulcet sounds of heavenly minstrelsy ;. 210) 



Line 201. 77ie TgatCs sound. — ^Thcre are six sweet toned bells in the tower. When Sir John 
Si. Aubyn resides at the Mounts theie is gonerally senioe Id the chapel, aud en a calm day, ikft 
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Can it be so ? bark 1 they approaching seem ; 

It is not, sure, delusive Fancy's dream. 

*Tis ravishment ! haste ! let us back retire ; 

The silver sounds come from an angel-quire; 

Such melting strains rise only round the throne ; 215 

See ! they descend ; St. Michael leads them on. 

Resplendent as the sun, his radiant face. 
With heavenly light, illumes the sacred place; 



souDd of the bells and of the organ, as heard on the water, is described by tht inhabitaatt. witk 
enthusiasm. On such occasions the chapel is completely crowded. 

The following are the inscriptions on the bells. 

I. IP: SOLI: DEVTER- GLORIX- l04O 

[ Tbit is the largest bell. ] 

II. FiUujS Eft DeUjS 

Rapl^el sancta Maneaveta ora Pro Nobtj^ 

OrDo Arc^ngelonfm 

III. sptvttuis sanom Bft Deuis 

GOmtl sattcte ora Pro NolnjS 

orDo virtutum 
Mana 

IV. orDo Poteftatuum 

V. COME AWAY MAKE NO DELAY 1785 

VI. CHARLES lOHN RUDHALL i;84 



CAVTO lu St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 

Seven sparkling stars his beaming brow adorn ; 

Meek rise bis eyelids as the eyes of mom ! 220 

Along th*unclouded skies as lightnings gleam^ 
His locks ambrosial o*er his shoulders stream ; 

His shadowy wings o*er all the quire extend ; 

His looks they watch, and on his nod attend ; 

Great in his might he at the altar stands ; 225 

A golden harp, tun*d, glitfring in his hands^ 

The strings he wakes, and to each string is given, 

At every touch, a melody from heaven. 

Ye powers divine ! forgive a child of clay. 

While he, with trembling hand, records the lay. 230 
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^otf0 Of tl^e i^ngeljs. 



I. 

High on his throne Messiah stands. 
And shews his pierced side. 

Displays his wounded feet and hands, 
Whence flow'd the purple tide ; 

K 
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In robes of wbite^ the bless^d^ around^ 

Crowd the celestial plain ; 
Palms in their hands ; with sapphires crown*d. 
Loud shouts they raise at every wound^ 

And pour the lofty strain ; 
*^Joys lasting to provide for us. 

What did the great I AM I 
He loved us ; he died for us ; 

Hosannah to the Lamb !** 



IL 

Tall groves, where streams, meandering clear. 

Of living waters, play. 
The sacred accents, bending, hear. 

And echo back the lay. 

While, rob'd in white, the blessM, around. 

Crowd the celestial plain ; 
Palms in their hands; &c. 



IIL 

Archangels, hastening from afar. 
The heavenly chorus swell. 

Till praises ring from star to star. 
While we to mortals tell. 



CANTO XI. St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 

How, rob'd in white, the bless'd, around. 

Crowd the celestial plain; 
Palms in their hands; with sapphires crowned; 
Loud shouts they raise at every wound. 

And power the lofty strain, 
*^ Joys lasting to provide for us. 

What did the great I AM I 
He loved us; he died for us; 

Hosannah to the Lamb V* 
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So sang the quire of Angels ; and the song 
The listening walls, and vaulted roof prolong ; 

The notes still thrilling on the quivVing strings, 
St. Michael rises with extended wings ; 

His upward flight the Minstrels swift pursue, 235» 

And all the vision disappears from view. 

As from the main when vapours darkening rise. 
And in a robe of blackness clothe the skies. 
Deep gathering glooms the face of things pervade. 
And Nature lies, obscurely, in a shade; ^40 

So, when departed were the dazzling train, 
A sombre stillness reign*d o*er all the fane. 



END OP CANTO SECONIX. 
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GOOD-FRIDAY MORNING ; Jpril, 1810. 



Canto %Utb. 



** Ever charming, ever new. 

When will the landscape tire the view f 

The fountain's fall, the river's flow. 

The woody vallies, warm and low ; 

The windy summit, wild and high. 

Roughly rushing on the sky; 

The pleasant seat, the ruin*d towW, 

The naked rock, the shady how*r ; 

The town and village, dome and farm $ 

Each gives each a double charm**' 

Dtbk4 



ARGUMENT. 

Introduction. — Prospect from tJie Tower. — The Sea. — Mousehole.^^ 

Paul Church. Chapel- Carn-Brae^ Penzance.-— Marazwn.'-''- 

Country Churches. Tke North Sea, dc. — St. Erth.-'^Steam^ 

Engine. — Godolphin^HUU.^^* Invasion of the Spaniards.^^^Lizard. 
Castle- Cat n-Brae. 
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IHE dying Echoes, o'er the hoary towers. 
Mourn the departure of the heavenly powers ; 

Bound in th'enchantment of the raptVous strain 

Remembrance fondly strites us to detain ; 

While, far beyond the ken of mortal eye, 5 

They catch the praises circling round the sky ; 

Their harps attun*d anew, they speed their way. 

To join the anthems of eternal day ; 

And, my Anselm ! the rural Muse to you 

Again returns, and bids the fane adieu. 10 

The dark, and narrow winding, CiUif .we climb* 
That mourns the harsh, corrosive, tooth of Time ; 
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And when^ exhausted^ we to day arise^ 
The confines greet us of the ambient skies.* 

Heavens ! wliat a scene ; far o*er th*expanded main 1 5 

Warm Fancy sees the lofty hills of Spain : 
See, how, majestic, on the glitt'ring tide. 
What awes the world, Britannia's navy ride. 

Boats, numberless, to catch the finny prey. 
As midnight black, float, scattered, o'er the bay. 20 



• On the battlements of rhc Tower is St. Michaers cbair, famous in the matrimonial world. 
If a married woman has sufficient resolution to place herself in it, by a magic Tirtue which it pos- 
sesses, (vctus est ut fama,) it will invest her with the regalia of" Pettycoat Go%*cmment/' If a 
married man sit in it, he will receive ample powers for the management of his wife and the govern- 
ment of his house. Onfc of the first questions, generally, put to a stranger, if married, after he has 
▼isited the Mount, is " Did you sit in the chair V Whoever approaches it, man or woman, is 
ready to exclaim with Carew, it is *• daungerous !" 

Line I9. Boats. — The coast of Cornwall, and Mount's Bay in particular, abounds with excellent 
fish. The Pilchard-fishery, from time immemorial^ has constituted a very considerable branch of 
commerce. For the last three years no shoal of any importance has ap|)eared. In consequence 
of the tyrannical decrees of France, no ** soul-saving pilchards," as Peter Pinder calls them, are 
permitted to be imported into the Uoman Sutes ; and, fioin their visits having become less frequent^ 
well may the hsherman, when resting on his oars, revive the toast of hi* fathers, " The Pope and 
Forty!'' 

A thousand streams, which once' abounded with delicious trout, from lime being introduced into 
the husbandry in the neighbourhood, are now almost dc»ertcd. In the mining districts of Corn- 
wall, what the Poet, in a stretch of Fancy, said of the '• iron age" may, really, without a hyperbole, 
be considered as realized *< itum est ad viscera terns." 

The most powerful Steam-Engines, perhaps in the worltl, day and night, from a depth of upwards 
of 160 fathoms, bring up floods of watery and theae, filthy as the Styx, and noxious at the lake of 
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Beneath a furze-dad hill, beyond them, lies 
Prolific Mouseliole, bless'd with temp'rate skies ; 
By bounteous Nature, authoriz'd to boast 
Of Spring's first visit on the western coast. 
Far from the world remov'd, she glides along, 
Calm on the tide of Time, unknown to song. 

St. Paul's grey tower salutes the distant hills; 
And all around with decent rev'rence fills ; 
From whence, slow moving o'er the pastures green, 
Groups of returning worshippers are seen ; 
The visual lube improves the feeble sight. 
And shews the fair array'd in vestal white. 

Far to the west, hoar rising on the day, 
A monuniental chapel frowns Carn-Brae; 



■ to (he Ocean. Murmuring for ever with soch a baneful 
it ibc uninvitiag shores i 

1 f|uanLities of haddock*, as far back as the memory of the oldest man reaches, from 
Maillnmai were daily caughl on ihe coasU of Northumberland, Durham, and Yorkshire i and 
during three seasons previous lo May 179S there was almost a lolal bllure. 

See Philo.Tiiaksactioms: 1792- ParlSd. No. 18. I 



A\tmai, is every valley doomed loco 
Uibule what shoal can be supposed tc 



Prodigioi 



(Line 34. Chaprl-Cam-Brae. — Ii is about three miles from Land's End. It commands a vast 
horizon. Cape-Cornwall, the Scilly islands, the snowy foam that conduct* the eye to the black 
I rocks, and an expanse of waters oceupyiog twenty nine points of the compass, astonish the travellar. 

I Frtim the top of it St. Michael's Mount has a fine effect. It appears as placed in the c( 

I take, at a distance from the sea. 

i 




44 St. MICHA£L*s MOUNT. cavto hi. 

Of ancient times now all the grandeur gonc;^ 35 

Except rude fragments of its rocky zone. 

Along the outline bold ere we advance. 
View we a charming scene, — far fam*d Penzance : 
See, how she sits deckM like a vernal bride, 

And spreads her odours o'er the purple tide : 40 

. In verdure cloth'd her gardens rich appear. 
Whose crops luxuriant crown th*autumnal year; 
See blooming orchards widely smile around ; 
See cvVy swell with princely villas crown*d ; 

Damp baneful fogs, which frozen climes infest, 45 

Fly the sweet spot,™the Garden of the west : 



Line 44. yuias. — The following Is a list of these. Roschill, Richard Oxkam, Esq. High 
Sheriff of Cornwall. The gardens, the plantations, and the romantic scenery aroand« make the 
situation of this house delightful. Cattle- Fforneck, Rev. W. Borlasb. This is a venerable build- 
ing. The avenue leading lo it is a favourite summer-walk. Trereife, W. Nicrolls, Esq. Of 
all places about Penzance it is the most adorned with trees. The appearance of the house is antique. 
Tlie grounds on the south are covered with the yew-tree. Here resides The Rev. C. V. Le Grice, 
the eloquent lecturer of Penzance. Lariggan, T. Pascoe, Esq. J. P. It commands the whole of 
Mount*8 Bay, St. Michael's Mount, Penzance and Vcwlyn. Trengwainton, H. M. Prabd, Esq. 
It has a fine prospect. Trenccre^ Rev. Anthony VVilliams. Its prospect, though not very ex- 
tensive, is agreeable. Roscadywell, Rev. W. Borlase, (occupied by J. Tremenbere, Esq.) Its 
situation is pleasant. Nanccaheme, John Scobell, Esq. The avenue leading to this old build- 
ing tends ** to fill the mind with a religious awe." Poliair^ Dr. Scobell. It has a fine prospect* 
TrevayloTt Rev. W. Veale, (occupied by Captain Wooldridoe.) Here Nature has scattered her 
beauties with rather « a sparing hand." Kenegiet W. Harris, Esq., (occupied by Rose Price» 
Esq.) From its high situatioD^ it has an extensive and varied prospect. 
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St, MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 



Gay rosy Health trips, jocund, round the place ; 
And youthful vigour beams from every face ; 
The coolirig zephyrs, eircling round the bay. 
Check, the keen fervours of the summer ray ; 
And, when stern winter's roaring blasts prevail. 
She sits protected from the northern gale ; 
Her honey-Buckles bloom j her linnets sing ; 
And nature wantons 'mid perpetual spring : 
No scowling storms invade her peaceful skies ; 
Her rills remurmur as the south-wind sighs ; 
Her aged oaks, with leafy honours crown'd. 
At morn and eve, nod to the lawns around ; 
And overshade, at noon, the silent dale ; 
While lowly shrubs adorn the flow'ry vale. 

Ye invalids, who pray for healthful days, 
And hopeless mourn as the frail frame decays ; 
Direct your footsteps to the breezy shore; 
And, there, inhale the bliss withheld before ; 
The cheeks though pale ; though hollow sunk the eyes ; 
These will roll bright ; and those, with roses, rise : 
The breasts unnumber'd, which, all-grateful, swell, 
Confirm the truth the Muse presumes to tell.* 



• "Curnubix aiir, rreiprocii Ruciibus unqiiam fo\iibus ab ambicnie earn iqiiarc ai 
pcrpurguLur, uiide adeo puruB cutiuUsque tit, ul saluioris udnioduiu evmlai ; iici 
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45 St. MICHAEL*8 MOUNT. eAirro tsc. 

See, o'er the sands, some by the snowy tide. 

Salubrious exercise ! fleet coursers ride ; 70 

Some, in the rolling chariots, ply the thong; 

And, rapid as the lightning, datt along. 



trantior est, ita ut aptior sit ad conservandam quam ttcapcrandam valittidiftem. Advtntos teris 
tardior quidcm quam in legionibus magis ad ortum spectantibusj tod xstas temperato suo calore 
tardiuitem illam in fovendis terrae frugibus apprime tempesliTa illarum matiiritate compensat. 
Hyems longe quam alibi minor.** Th0, SmiihuM di RepuhlicM Angiamm, 

<< Nee tamen solo, quam riris ComwalUa llelicior> qui ut omni hutnanitaAe escolti^ etiam priscit 
illis temporibus : Mercatorum enim usu qui stanni gratia eo navigani, ut habet Diodorus Siculus^ 
humaniores erga hospiles erant,*' Britanhia GuiieL CamdeHi. 

Humanitas et hospitium, quae prisci illi auciores collaadaiit, ubique Centuriarutn nOvetDj initio 
teculi xixni. ab scriptore hujusec libelii reperiebantur. 

The following familiar obscnations, on the mild winters and the cool sumiiiat of Cornwall^ are 

• 

offered. 

When a vessel of water is set over the fire, the lower parts, receiving the heat firstj expand and 
become lighter than the rest of the water -, they are, therefore, driven upwards^ and their place at 
the bottom is supplied by the colder, heavier^ parts of the Ruid. These are soon heated* and rise in 
their turn ; hence, there is a constant circulation of the parts of the water ; and an equal distiibu- 
tion of heat is quickly occasioned. 

On the same principle, shallow pools of water become ice, when deep lakes remain unihMEen. 
The surface of water, by cold air, becomes more dense and heavy than that below. It, therefore, 
descends and its place is occupied by the less cold. Thib, in its turn, is deprived of a part of its heat, 
and sinks in the same manner ; and a constant exchange between the suriace and lower parts ia 
established ; hence, such a quantity of water must be cooled, that the cold wind frequently ceasea 
before it is all reduced to the freezing point. 

Again, as the solid parts of the globe are at rest, heat is transmitted through them with thai slow 
progress with which it pervades large masses of solid matter ^ and as the heat of summer penetratea 
but slowly into the solid mass of the globe, so, during winter, it comes out but slowly. Cold 
winds* therefore, while they blow over a great continent, very soon cool the surface of the earth ; 



4iinvEi III. St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 4/j 

Near by, basks Newlyn^ parent of the seine ; 
The Drosken-arhansy da^jsling, lies between. 



Of all the beauties scattered round the Mounts 75 

Fprget we not the nearest to recount : 



and pol meediig with any thing that caa diminish their coldness, act with their full force on the 
matter exposed to them. 

But the ocean is so little affected by th^ cold of winter that its temperature continues nearly tl)c 
same. Forever agitated by winds and currents it always presents a new surface. And this mild 
temperature effects the air that passes over it, and the countries to which it is contiguous. 

See Dr, Black's L^cture^ on Chemistry, vol. 1. pp, 98. 99, ip^. 



line 74. DrQikefifafhanSf^'-Vvfi Qf the spa between Pepzanpe and Ncwlyn, where great quantities 
pf excellent fish were caught in foriper (imes, is still called by the old inhabitants ** Drosken-af- 
bans«'* which is the Cornish for " the silyer^^re.** Although " Drosken/' accortjing to i^s present 
orthography is neither to be foqnd in Bprla^e*3» Pryce's, or Polwhcle^s Vocabulary, the Author h^d 
)}ie e^KpressioD frog^ the lips of an pld Gentleipsin of Newlyn : a third was present to whose ear the 
Spund was £^iliar. Pryc^ defini:s " arhani>'* " silver.*' Borlase> in his Natural Hi^t/^ry of Corn- 
W2tl)>say9 f* tbp Cornish acre contained 1^70 statute acres* but let it be considered that th/^ word acre 
did not always signify a determinate quantity of ground ^ jlnit latum quantumvis ggru^'** In another 
plaq: he si^yst " Oi)eof the singularities of t^ Corpish tongue i$ that the substantive is placed genr- 
xally befbre the adjective.'* Wh«n these things 9r9 coDsjdcredf a peculiar beauty w\\l appear in the 
phrase " Orosken^arhans" f^ applied tp a p?rjt Qfihfi §ea. '* The Curaish language*'* coo- 

timjics the sam^ intelligent writer, '* w^ ^[^k^t^ «Q generally in Cornwall in the reigi) of Ucnr^ 
VIII, that Dt, John ^oremap vicar of Menhyni if^ Cori)wall> in the latter \iaH of that King's I'lmg, 
i^ said to have h^cn the fir^t who taught his pari^honerfi the l«or(|'s Prayer, Cneed, and Ten Cam- 
mandments in ^lie Englibh tongife"--— r-*' aod that this language is now alloge|her ceased.*' 
Although very little is l^nown of the ancient British language, ** of which," Pryce says, •* the 
Cornish is most incontestably a very pure dialect*'^ ei^nugh rcniaiiis to asijist the philo|ogist ijj his 
inquiries into the Principles of Universal Grammar. 

Ifppers/9»9il y/erb^ ^re fgupd i^ all l^^i^fi^s, h^i^ «orfe«poad H'ith tha ^int 4>f ili« Latin in ji 
lemarkable degree. With that of the Cornish language they seem also to have had a very close 

alliance 



f 
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Where cease the level sands^ and fragments hoar 
Of rugged rocks deform the dreary shore, 



aHlance. The passive voice of its verb, Pryoe says, *' may be otherwise called the impenmtml,**'^ 
again, *' A verb passive is but a sort of verb impersonal, as having but one terminatioiria a tense, 
and that word is added to any person of either number." These premises suggest the following 
hypothesis. 

When we say *' It rains/* the Greeks said " Ji«/* and the latins, " PluiL** The event is equally 
well announced in the tliree languages, but none of them has the least reference to the pvoductng 
cause. There seems to be a want of discernment in those Grammarians who wish to make up the 
deficiency of a nominative by supplying a substantive analagous to the verb. We are gravely told 
that " Pluvia," is the nominative to " Pluit,*' and that the expression should be in due length 
" Pluvia pluit/* that is, '* the rain rains.** The event which appears in the prediscemment of an 
effect is thus made its own cause ; and the dull grammarian, when tracing a principle in his own 
science, displays a melancholy ignorance of every thing that is applicable to the theory of rain. It 
is remarkable that in the ancient languages the verb has not even the appearance of a nominative, 
while in the modem it has. llius, the English say *' It thunders," tud the French, '' U tonne ;** 
the Latins said only ** Tonat.** The " It,** and the *' II,*' in the two former languages, are not 
as usual, relative particles, referring to any thing understood to produce the thander. They are 
completely unmeaning sounds which operate in no other way than as signs of the impersonality of 
the verbs to which, in the respective languages, they are attached. The iategection can stand 

insulated in a sentence, and is so interjected, as not to disturb the construction, but it only intimates 
the existence of an emotion in the mind of the speaker, and tends to excite a corresponding one In 
that of the hearer : but, by means of the impersonal verb, the bare event is stated withoot any re^purd 
to the agent pioducing it ; and it gives a conception by itself, and may form a sentence without an 
adjunct. It is the only single term that gives a complete enunciation of thought. Hence, it may 
be considered the radical verb of language. It existed before the use of '' Persons.** When verbs 
became regularly formed, its originality disappeared amidst the assemblage of «« persons,'* <* numbers,** 
r &c., and if, at any time, divested of these, it received the name of impersonal. In like minner it 

might be shewn that the third person is the radix of every verb. Pryce says expressly *' the radix, 
or most simple termination of the verb is most commonly the third person singular.'* 

( Archeeologia Comu^Briianmca,) 

It may here be remarked that, ** among the Hebrews the third person singuUr of the preterit is 
the root of the verb." Beaitie's Theory qf Language; p. 280. Dr. Smith, xnYa^ Essay an th§ 
formation ^Ancitni Languaga, has some obsenations on Impersonal verbs, worthy of himself. 
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Stands ancient Marghasiowe^ where^ first of old^ 

For Cornwall's tin Phoenicia bartered gold; 80 



line 79* Marghanowe,^^** Cairew calls Market-jew, Marhasdiow, or the Thursday $ market. 
But Market-Jew, synonymous with Marazion, undoubtedly, means the Market of the Jews.** 

Mr. Poiwhele's Hiitory of Cornwall, b. 1. c. 8. 



1 

'* Earl Mortaign says thus : • I constitute that tliese veiy Monks by the concession of my Lord 
the King, may there have a market on the fifth day of the week.* This is the very market still kept 
upon the opposite shore, being kept still upon thejffth day of the week^ and having therefore lent 
the appellations of the day to the town : Markiu, Marcaiew, Marghas»jewe, oi Marhas-gou, the re» 
corded appellations of the Town, all signifying the Thursday's Market.** 

Mr. Poiwhele's History of Cornwall, Supp. by Whitaker, p. 12. 

In reply to the above. Candour suggests the following remark. In Queen Elizabeth's Charter of 
Incorporation of the Town it is not called by any of the above names, but Marohasiowe. Further, 
the Market is not held on Thursday, as stated by the Historians, but has ever been heldoa 
Saturday. 



line 80. PAomicia.— Insulae Britannicas xotco'irtpiStf ab Grsecis antiquis rocatae sunt. His 
quidem notum fuit in Britannia stanni fodinas fuisse, et stannum inde per Galliam terrestri itinere 
l^aibonem, exinde vero in alias regiones exporlari solitum, ut ex Diodoro Lib. 5. constat, nescierunt 
vero Phoeniccs (qui soli per oceanum Atlanticum, stanni petendi causa, navigationes instituerunt,) 
ex eadem, aui vicinis insults, stannum detulisse, quamvis id fieri potuerit. De navigatione ad 
Cassiierides Strabo lib. 3. Ilporfpov fAip ow 4>oiyi)Cs; fAoyo i rtiv sfAVO^ieiv trtXXoy raultiv 
sx ruv ra^fip»Vf xpMTrroyrsi etvctir^ roy icXouv. h. e. Primo quidem soli Ph^nices eo neg^ 
iiatum mittehanl e Gadihus, navigationem istam alios celantes. Et rcfert idem Strabo nauclerum 
quendam Phcsnicem maluisse navim in vada illidere, quam negotiationem istam Romanis aperire. 
Poterat quidem ipsa Cornuhia, stanni feracissima Britanniae regio, cum peninsula sit, pro insula 
haberi, et Cassiteridibus annumerari, cum ei proximae siut insulae Sillinae. 

Vide Annot. Guliel. Hill in Diontsium 

IIspiBrBTBir* 
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And, leaning on her wall, the strangers stood ; 

Gaz'd at the altar's fire emid the wood j 

Heard, with astonishment, the Druid throng. 

When night arose, begin the solemn song ( 

While 'mid imbow'ring shades, where now the bay 85 

Extends, coy Echo spread the sacred lay. 

From the sweet scene reluctant turns the eye. 
To where the hills, ascending, kiss the sky ; 



Line 62. T!it uoed—" The Mounl v*t {ortaerlf on leis than piti Hti,M Ann the sea"—" we 
C31) cunfirra the circuivtuatct, by in cvid^iMK whieh I* nil clear anil crrtain, vM cafrica the didadce 

to a Mill greatti length."--" St. lliohael'sNouiU, we are uiformed by WirewWf himself, wa* nHgi- 
nally inclosed wiih a very thick wood, di^iant from the ocean six mile:". — "TheCnrnisfa same o( 
ills Carrrg LtigenKHg;" — "Worcester is tlic oldest writer nhn gives the lignlficaiion of it i he 
iiironninji us that the Mount was formeily denominated I,e Hote-rok in the Wodd. — The ravages 
made by the »eaarc not merely the silent ciiccoachments and thesjow depredations of the w^tM upon 
the land, but a sudden inipri^sslon given tothe whole n'el)i;ht of the Allaauc in MiKtiogit with a 
hasty violence upon our south-western coasts at one particular {leiiud, and in kecjiiog it to beir with 
a regniar violence upon them ever since. But wlien Jld tjiis cmiiniencc i"— " on the third ^Ibt 
.^Vifiof■?^ol■fm^^^, cries Florence of Worcester, in lOjO the sea camri oiil upon ihi shore, ani buried 
towns and rafii verif mani/, axta and sheep innmneralle. Another account i) Mil! more pircuflostav- 
lial. This gear efte, we hrar )lic Saxon chronicle relating, under lOQQ, an St. Margin's mass dau, 
the 1 Ith. of November, sprang ap so maeh the seajluod, and so mtfckle harm did, as no man minded 
thai it ener qfore <tid, and there was tbisylk day a new moon." 

Supplement to Mr. Polwkele's Hislori/ o/Comwafl, by Whitafaer, pp, l6. 17. BJ. 

" On the strand of Mount's Bay, midway between ibe piers at St. Mi$lM«)'t MoHOli aild Hw- 
zance, on the lOth. of Jan wiry I7^7i the remains of the wood which, according to tradition, covered 
anciently a bjgE tract of ground on the edge uf Mount's Bay, appeared.'' 

Sorlasc'i Natural History qf Cornieall, ^, 
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And, leaning on her wall, the strangers stood; 

GazM at the altar^s fire amid the wood; 

Heard, with astonishment, the Druid throng. 

When night arose, begin the solemn song ; 

While 'mid imbow*ring shades, where now the bay 85 

Extends, coy Echo spread the sacred lay. 

From the sweet scene reluctant turns the eye. 
To where the hills, ascending, kiss the sky ; 



Line S2. Ttu irr/oJ.— '< The Mouni n-os formerly no less than rcvE mci^m (rem the sca'*— " wc 
coii confirm the cjrcuaisiacicc, hy an eviileiicc wiiieh \* aW clear and certain, yet carriea the diMancc 
to a still greater length/'—** Si- Michael's Mount, we are iiif«irined by Worcekter hiuistif, was nrisn- 
rnlly inclosed with a very thick wood, distant from the ocean six niile^". — "The C.-jrnioh name of 
ii is Carreg Ldi; vn KiS^x'' — "Worcester is the oldest writer who gives the signification of it; he 
iijforniing us that the Mount was formerly denominated Ijc Ilorc-rok in the Wodd. — The ravages 
nude by the sea are not merely the silent encroachments and the •ijow liepredationa of the water upon 
the land, but a sudden impression given to the whole weight of tlie Atlantic in bendioii^it with a 
hasty violence upon our south-western coasts at one |Kirticular peiiod, and in keeping it to bear with 
a regular violence upon them ever since. But w/irn did tjus couuneuce r"-~** on //le fhird qfthe 
Soi-.' > ofSoveml'cr, cries Klon'oce of Worcester, in \0\)i) the sea coma uu( upon thf .shorr, and buried 
i-'irny uHii men rery matnj^ <>\cn and shi'fp innumcruilc. Another account is still more circuni-^tau- 
till, T/iiy Ufftr ckt , wc hrar the S;ixou chronicle relating, under HH)f), on St. Mar/it.'i mn<<; day, 
the llih. of November, .\fn(tn^ up so much the sca/lttod, and no tnt/chtc luum did, as no man minded 
that it ever afore did, and there ira,^ this y Ik day a new moon.** 

Supplement to Mr, Poitrkete*s History ojCornivalt, by Whiiaker, ppj. 1(). 1?. 23. 

" On the strand of Mount's Bay, midway between the piers 4>rSt. MicUicl't Mouot, and l^n- 
za nee, on the loth, of Jaiiu;iry 17-^7, the renvaiu^ of the \\o(ul which, according to tradition, covered 
anciently a large tract of ground on the ed;§e of Mount's Kiv, npjH'arod.*' 

BotlafC*s Satural History of Cornwall, p. 222 
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While, peeping through the groves that iDferv^n*, 

The straw-thatch'd cot, anrf decent church are gccw. Q6 

Now high, now low, the varying prospect guidtes, 
,Far to the north, and m the main snbBides. 
Lelant, here, with its castle-turrets stands; 
There, white as snow, the hills of Phillack sands ; 
Here, from Hayle's vivid furnaces, arise 9* 

Thick clouds of smoke that darken all the skies ; 



Line 95. Uayle — Part of the Copper-ore of Cornwall is smelted at fiTayle. The processes of 
roasting and refining it are exceedingly interesting. The atmosphere of this place, constantly im- 
pregnated with the deleterious fumes of arsenic^ excites sensations in the traveller, by no means 
agreeable. 

There are four furnaces for calcining^ the ore : three tons are generally spread on the floor of each, 
juod exposed to a dull red heat, with frequent stirring, in order to oifer fresh surfaces to the action of 
the flame. There are six furnaces for fusing the ore : four or five hours are sufHcient for this pro- 
cess : the cAarg^ of each is about 10 cwt. It is then tranferred to another calciner : about 2| tons 
are in it. From this furnace it is discharged, through a plug-hole, into water, by which it is re- 
duced into grains, called regulus, i. e., it is freed from most of the arsenic by which it was mine- 
ralized. Though now in the metallic state, it i« still very impure ; it is, therefore, ealcined again. 
It is then carried to another furnace, where it becomes coarse'Copper, It now astumes the form of 
rude, oblong, masses, called ptg^, of about 3 cwt., in general ; and is fit for the refining furnace. 
Here, it is again melted, and poured into moulds. In these it becomes llockt ; in which state it is 
sent to the rolling-mills. 

Three miles, sooth from Hayle, are the RolUng'Miils, The copper coming out in sheets from 

between 

* Substances are said to be calcined when they have been exposed to heat of a sufficient intensity 
to drive off every thing volatile, but short of that requisite for their fusion. The term has been 
chiefly supplanted by the more characteristic appellation of oxyd, which exj)resse8 the peculiar change 
that occurs in calcining metallic bodies, by the absorption of oxygen. Calcination and oxidation 
are, by no means, svnonymous : the former implies the agency of fire ; the latter is produced as Well 
by the action of acids, as by heat and air. 

O 
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Tbere^ spread the blue expanse^ whose billows roar 
From Cornwall's cliffs to bleak Hibernians shore ; 

Here, *mid a copse, the seat of truth and worth. 
Gleams, faintly, ting*d with yellow light, St. Erth i 100 

Its gen'rous owner, hospitable, kind ; 
Of manners courteous, and of upright mind. 
With liberal hand, relieves the humble poor 
Who, cold, and helpless, find his welcome door« 
At church, obedient to the heavenly sound, 105 

I'he bread of life he faithful, deals around. 
To day, ev'n now, perhaps, both old and young. 
Receive instruction from his learned tongue. 



between the polished rollers -, these sheets thrown amid reverberating flames ; masses of metal 
assuming the forms of cauldrons, under hammers wrought by walcr-wheels j the dreadful noise of 
the machinery ; and the dexterity of the emaciated workmen, arrest the imagioatioa. 

The largest hammer is 7 cwt. ; from its spring it acquires 7 cwt. more ; hence, the metal placed 
tinder it receives a blow of 14 cwt. It will make, of one piece of copper, the boUom of a boiler of 
2Q cwt. If occasion require, ii will strike 120 times, per minute. 

The largest rollers are 18 inches in diameter. More than a power of 10 tons is necessary, on their 
part, to reduce the copper into the sheets used on ships. Tliese sheets are put into boxes; the 
average value of each is 30 guineas. The sheets, immediately on their being taken from the reverbe- 
ratory furnace, are thrown into a pool of water. The sudden contraction of the parts of the metal 
contributed to the separation of the calx which covers its surface. The calx, considerably increased 
in weight by the absorption of oxygen, falls to the bottom of the water, and is valued at 100 
guineas per ton. It is put into barrels and returned to the Smelting-Houses. The largest shears 
will cut a bar of copper, 2 inches in thickness, with the same facility as a milliner cuts a ribbon. 

Line 101. lis owner. — The Reverend Samuel Gurney, Vicar of St. Erth, and domestic chaplain 
to the Right Honourable Lord De Dunstanville. 
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At home, with steady^ conscientious^ care. 

He practises what he inculcates there: llO 

If quarrels rise, 'tis his to bid them cease. 

Extending far the sacred branch of Peace. 

High, on a rising ground of barren hue, 
A black steam-engine tower arrests the view ; 
Huge horizontal wheels fly, circling, round; 115 

The loaded air conveys a crashing sound; 
While clouds of steam, at intervals, arise. 
And disappear among the vaulted skies. 

Grand apparatus ! all the merit thine. 
That Cornwall boasts of many a prosperous mine, 120 

In quest of truth, when calm research astray 
Had long been led, by Fancy's treachVous ray. 
Philosophy, sprung from th* Eternal mind. 

From heaven descended to direct mankind ; 

From low pursuits she bad rude Art arise, 125 

To traverse earth, and gage th'unfathomM skies ; 

While round her brow she pour'd a flood of day. 

And bade creation own her radiant sway. 

Then savage Nature first confess'd her power; 
Her progress haiPd, and bless'd her natal hour; 130 

Brought from his native wilds, 'twas then the horse 
Obey'd the rein, and swift devoured the course ; 
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The glowing axles roIPd along the plain; 

And towering navies ploughed the pathless main : 

By her the stars^ retired fer in the sky, 13» 

Unveird, appear before the sage's eye : 

*Tis her's, when thunders nature's bounds alarm^ 

Or to direct the boh, or to disarm ; 

To stand, unawVI, in red destruction's way ; 

And with fierce lightnings innocently play. 140 

But the chief gem, that, dazzling all, appears 
In Art's rich diadem, for future years. 
Philosophy designed : the noblest gift 
Of all her stores to be the last was left. 

Far as the oak, tall monarch of the hill, 145 

Excels the shrub that sips the neighboring rill. 
Does the steam-engine proudly boast a name. 
The last in order, but the first in fame. 

Brought to perfection by Watt's grand design, 15C 

The sole protect'ress of each costly mine. 



Line 147. 5/ram>rNgi/if.<-«-An able account how the appHcation of the properties of steam has 
been uiaile to the arts of life will be found in Dr, Black's Lectures on Chemistry, vol. 1. p. 181— iSS. 
" The Steam-engine/' says that immortal Chemist, '* is really a present from Philosophy to the 
Arts ; and, in its present state, the master-piece of human skill.** 

Line l.'>0. Tf^u//.— '< Mr. Watt has brought the Engine so much, and so instantaneously, 
under command^ that it is really more manageable than the cxcriions of any animal.*' 

Dr. Black's Lectures on Chemistry^ voL 1. p. 186* 
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Behold the noble engine ; nor around 
Earth's convex orb is any equal found ; 

Invention and discovery back retire. 

While wond*ring nations it alone admire. 155 

So, when the queen of Night peers from the east. 

In amber robes, and silver sandals dress*d. 

The countless orders of the spangl'd sky 

Withdraw their shining, as she passes by ; 

A decent awe pervades the azure plain, J 60 

And heaven and earth hail her refulgent reign. 

Godolphin-heath-clad hills, next, meet the eye. 
Describing arches in the azure sky; 
High on the summit gleams conspicuous, far. 
The tapering flagstaff, fruit of mournful war. l65 

With eagle eye, it marks the distant sign. 
And sends it forward through th*extended line ; 
While, far below, the wond'ring peasant lays 
Aside his spade, and climbs some hedge to gaze ; 
Though he the meaning cannot understand, 170 

He hopes no troubles may befall the land ; 
Meanwhile, his children and his neighbours come. 
And, gaping wide, stand in amazement dumb. 



Line 152. -Engine.— The number of Steam Engines in the Conntv of Cornwall are 67, th* 
number of Water Engines, about, 26. The former consume about 6500 tons of Coals per month. 
The Copper-Ore raised^ per months amounts to about 5500 tons. 

P 
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Te peaceful swains, enjoy your lowly cot; 
Far from the world though cast your humble lot; 17s 

Free from ambition, you no troubles know. 
While empires fall, and Kings drink deep in woe; 
Ev*n the most learned, and greatest of your kind| 
Oft miss the happiness you daily find. 

Though of Parnassus you may never hear ; 1 80 

As yours such feelings to the Muse are dear ; 
Though only known within the village ken. 
You think as BritonSy^^Rnd you think as men ; 
And she, with willing hand, this wreath prepares ; 
A meed unfading for your honest cares, 185 

Glows not each Cornish bosom, at the name 
Of brave Godolphin, with n patriot's flame ? 

Relate, O Muse ! how once his victor-band. 
With Spanish gore distain'd the humid strand. 

Sweet Morn arose, and chacM the shades of night ; IQO 

The heath-clad-Hills were tipp'd with golden light; 
Ungraith'd the fiery steeds enjoy 'd the stall ; 
The bows unbent ; the trumpets In the hall ; 



line 192. UngraUh^d^'graitk \ furniture, accoutremenU. 

" Up to him sune a Knicht can prance 
" A graiih*4 in silver audi :'* 

Bardyknute, part Snd. line 345 < 
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When white with dust, upon a horse of foam^ 

A breathless herald reached bis ancient dome. 195 

Anxious to hear the tidings that he bore, 
Godolphin, quick, unbarr'd the massive door. 

"Most valiant Knight!" he said, "a hostile train. 
In painted vessels, plows the southern main ; 
St. MichaePs banner waves, conspicuous far, 20O 

And bids me hasten to announce the war i'* 

Down many a dewy vale, on zephyrs borne. 
Shrill blasts flew, echoing, from Godolphin's horn. 

The martial race the sounds no sooner hear. 
Than seizes each his bow, and glittering spear. 205 

Along the avenues they speed their way; 
Ranks close on ranks, and form in bright array. 

The Chieftain then. " My friends ! a hostile train. 
In painted vessels, plows the southern main ; 
St. Michacrs banner waves, conspicuous far, 210 

And bids us hasten to repel the war : 
Ne'er be it said, old Cornwall fear'd a blow. 
Whilst, listless, we declined to meet the foe !" 
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Up the brown hill array *d in radiant pride. 
With dauntless minds^ now all the warriors ride; 215 

The summit gairi'd; Godolphin's rapid view. 
O'er sea and land ; o'er town and cottage, flew ; 
Beyond St. Michael's towers, the darken'd skies 
Shew where thick clouds, from burning hamlets, rise, 

A thirst of glory every bosom fills ; 220 

As arrows swift, they fly adown the hills; 
From 'midst the dust, that hovers o'er their way. 
Their glitt'ring arms emit a transient ray. 

Meanwhile, the foes pursue their fierce career. 
And on St. Paul's high tower their standard rear ; 225 

Then march, relentless, down the steep hill side. 
To where calm Mousehole overlooks the tide. 
They it, alas ! doom to destructive fires ; 
The wreathing smoke from different parts aspires ; 
Th' affrighted victims of their wrath deplore 230 

Their mournful fate along the desert shore ; 
With shrieks shrieks mingle as their dwellings burn. 
And the sad sounds the sorrowing waves return. 

* On, brave Godolphin !' — Soon Penzance must fall ; 
See! they approach, with thundering tread, her wall. 235 
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Through Marghasiowe he, now, pursues his way. 
To try the fortune of th'eventful day. 
The foaming steeds, impatient for the war. 

Surpass the winds, and smell it from afar. 

The Castle-Archers on the ramparts stand; 24 

Their acclamations run along the strand, 

' On, brave Godolphin!' — O'er the verge of fate 
Penzance now hangs ; the foes are at her gate. 

Soon through her streets the snorting horses prance ; 
And every yeoman aims his mortal lance; 245 

*' The forlorne hope," sent on the town to fire. 
From their approach, like timid deer retire ; 
Th'uncrring Archers scatter death around ; 
And foes o*er foes fall gasping on the ground ; 
With dying groans ; and with the horrid clang 250 

Of clashing arms, thy shores, old Ocean, rang ! 
Hot was the conflict : o'er the yellow strand. 
The barb'rous crew fled from the patriot band; 
Such as escaped, to tell the fatal tale. 
Sought refuge in their ships ; and quickly hoisted sail. 255 

The victor-IIero by the azure flood, 
Haird with loud shouts of joy, triumphant, stood: 
St. Michael's bells full merrily were rung ; 
While he became the theme of every tongue. 
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Their children fethers still exulting tell, 260 

How brave Godolphin fought^ and how the Spaniards fell.* 

A lengtben*d ridge^ like one continued wall^ 
Darts in the main as if to threaten Gaul; 
And, on ih'horizon blending sea and sky. 
The misty Lizard scarcely meets the eye. 265 

. When home returning fixwn far distant shores. 
With anxious mind the seaman it explores ; 
When many a longing look he takes, in vain. 
At last, it seems emerging from the main ; 

What joy and transport then pervade his breast ! 270 

— His wife and babes, whom he long since carest. 
Rush on his soul ; while, with a kindred tear. 
His comrades join him, as the headlands near. 



* This event happened in July, 1595. A circumtlantial accoant of which miy be found in 
Carew't Survey of Cornwall ; pp. 156. 15?. 158. 159. iGo. 

Line 265. The Lizard. — For five miles, on the road to the Lizard, the traveller finds himself re- 
galed by a profusion of the most rare and beautiful of the English heaths, known in Botany by the 
numc of Erica vagans. It partakes of the most exquisite tints of flesh-coloured and red flowers. 
Some are entirely white. It is common on most of the hcatht of Cornwall ; but here it seems to 
exclude every other. The plain adjoining the Lizard is covered with Camomile. On a fine sum- 
mer day, after rain, the whole atmosphere is impregnated with its salubrious aroma. 
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, and many a league 



Plcas*d with the grateful smell old Ocean smiles.** 

MiLTOV. 
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0*er many a hill^ with heath and hamlets clad^ 
Cam Brae^ sublime^ displays her lofty head« 275 

At sight of thee^ hoar-hill I what visions rise ; 
Fierce shrieks of woe dart through the frowning skies ; 
Departed spirits hover in the air ; 
And Fury rages with her snaky hair ; 

I'hick darkness gathers ; muttering thunder rolls ; 280 

And vivid flames enlighten both the j)oles ; 
The rattling hail rebounds from reeking rocks. 
And dashes gore from blood besprinkl'd oaks ; 



Line 275. Carn-Brae. "-This dark brown hill never fails to attract the eye of the traveller. It 
is a "rudis indigestaque moles" of heath, shrubs, immense'detached masses of granite which threaten 
to crush man and beast to atoms, shafts of mines, rock-basons, carni, cromlechs, circles, stones 
erects and a Gorseddau, or place of elevation from which the Druids pronounced their decrees. 

Many artificial cams are found in Cornwall. They are rude heaps of stones raised in the form of 
a pyramid over the grave of some chief, illustrious for his decent, or distinguished for his military 
atchievements. The size of the cam was in proportion to the degree he had maintained in public 
estimation. The patriot who had struggled, and had succesfuUy struggled "pro oris el/ocis, " was 
honoured with a cam which, towering high^ might to all future ages declare his worth, and also 
express the sympathetic filings of a grateful people. 

" The custom remained till of late, not only of raising heaps, where one was buried, but even where 
one died, though buried elsewhere. Into those heaps, it was reckoned a duty on passengcrs« to 
throw a stone. Hence the Proverb, " Were I dead you would not throw a stone on my cairn, *' i. e. 
you have not so much friendship for me. " 

Sir John Sinclair* s Statistical account of Scotland, vol. 2. p. 476. 

In locis qui his tumulis proximi sunt pastores proverbio adhuc utuntur. Scriptor tenuis hujusce 
carminis, nucibus minime relictis, senem mcminit audivisse vicinum colonum sic alloqui, '' Ise add 
a stane to your cairn,^ 
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The savage multitude ascend the hill ; 

And, to appease the gods^ a victim kill. 285 

The awful genius of the tempest moans : 
The priest officiates : list ! the victim groans. 

While on thy lofty brow were beacons rais'd. 
From this th'aspiring fires, responsive, blaz'd ; 
And, long before the Saint his care bestow'd, 290 

Here, purple streams from human fountains fiowM. 

Ah, Memory ! thou source of joy and pain ; 
I hear thy call to lengthen out the strain. 

Once on a time, where budding elders grow, 
I with Eugenio, 'neath its hoary brow, 295 

In conversation sat ; advanced in years. 
His revVend head was thinly clad with hairs. 
Much did he know, but his unrivalPd praise 
Rose from the tiilcs he told of other days. 

Now, as in silence, mould'ring lies the tongue, 300 

That, whilom, pleas'd the wondVing old and young ; 
The tale of sorrow, then Eugenio told, 
Save from oblivion's bourne and, faithful Muse, unfold. 



END OF CANTO THIRD. 
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Sacrifice on Cam-Brae.^^^Conclusioft^ 
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IrEE as the winds, when o*er their native plains^ 
The Britons roam'd, unaw'd by Roman chains^ 
The hoary Druid, on his carn-topt hill, 
The gods invoked, and thence announced their will f 



Line 3. Druids. -^'The most probable etymology, of the term, according to Borel, is from tlie 
old British dru, or derw, oak ; hence, the Greek Spm^^ ^ ^^^y never sacrificed, but under the oak. 
Little certain is known of them before the time of Julius Cxsar. It is supposed the principles and 
rites of Druidism originated in Britain ; and, from thence, were transferred into GauL It is uni* 
versuUy acknowledged that the British Druids, when the island was invaded by the Romans, were 
famous fur their wisdom, their learning, and their probity; and that, as teachers of religion and 
philosophy,, they were held in higli estimation. Their philosophy bore a greater resemblance to that 
of Pvihagoras, than to that of any other sag^e of antiquity. This resemblance. Dr. Borlase suggests, 
may, perhaps, be accounted for, by supposing that Pythagoras adopted some of their opinions. It is 
M'ell known that this eminent Philosopher, animated by an ardent love of knowledge, travelled into 
many countries, and thai he heard the Druids of Gaul^ and was initialed into their philosophy. 

Their 



t 
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While wondVing crowds, rang'd round in silent awe, 5 

Bcyonvl his precepts knew no other law. 



Their chief settlement was in the isle of Anglesey, the ancient 3foiia. It was well stored with 
spacious groves of their favourile oak. They lived together in fraternities. , As a principal part of 
their office was to direct the religious rites of the people, each temple required a considerahle num- 
ber. There, the Arch-Druid of Britain is thought to have had his stated residence ; and, there, 
according to the fashion of the times, surrounded by the most eminent persons of his order, he 
lived in great splendour and magnificence. As no act of religion could be j^ertormed without a Druid, 
they frequented the families of the great, and ))erformcd the duties of their function in the courts 
of princes. The Britons were very superstitious, and, as among a superstitious people there will 
be many priests, there is reason to believe that their number was very considerable. Besides, they 
entertained an opinion that the greater the nunilier of Druids they had, their hanrests would be 
more plentiful, and the cncrease of their folds moic abundant. The Arch-Druid was " pontifex- 
niaximus,** and supreme judge in civil cases, lie was elected by the suffrages of the most eminent 
Druids. His station was attended with great power and wealth, and distinguished by many pri- 
vileges and honours ; hence, the attainment of it was an object of great ambition, and hb election 
sometimes occasioned a civil war. The Greeks and Romans, with all their acuteness and all their 
penetration, failed in the attempt to obtain a knowledge of the Druidical mysteries. In order to 
conceal their opinions, they never lost sight of the subsisting law which prohibited them from com- 
mitting their doctrines to writing. Scattered fragments have, however, been collected. 

Natural Philosophy was a favourite study. Cicero u'as acquainted with a Druid of rank, who 
professed to have a thorough knowledge of the laws of nature. They had many disquisitions con- 
cerning the celestial bodies. They measured time. They marked the duration of the seasons. 
They regulated the operations of the husbandman. They directed the course of the mariner. 
They believed they could discover the counsels of the gods. By the age and aspect of the moon 
the empress and queen of night, all their great solemnities, both sacred and civil, were regulated. 
The august ceremony of cutting the misletoe from the oak, by the Arch-Druid, was perfonned on 
the 6ih. day of her age. They entertained such an opinion of this plant as to esteem it a sovereign 
remedy for every disease. Though their Materia Medica did not consist of many herbs, they made 
medicine an object of study and research. By the noble art of Rhetoric ; in seminaries of learn- 
ing ; in assemblies of the people ; in the courts of justice ; in the great councils of the nation ; and 
at the head of armies, they displayed their wisdom and advanced their reputation. With the priests 
f:f antiquity, they conceived that the common people were incapable of comprehending rational 
piinciples of religion, and that mythological fables, concerning the genealogies, attributes, offices, 
and actions of their gods, were better adapted to their faculties and disposition. Hence, they had 
recourse to various superstitious methods of appeasing the anger, gaining the favour, and discovering 

the 
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If angry heaven displayed a frowning sky. 

On Albion's heights would willing victims die; 

The fairest Britons on rude altars groan. 

And guiltless blood for fancied crimes atone. 10 

Religion's rites ! how complicate your hue ; 
How hard to know the specious from the true ; 
Mild as the dews which vernal clouds distil ; 
Pure as the stream that murmurs down the hill; 
Are now the forms which you benign display 15 

In yonder fane that smiles on hoar Carn-Brae ; 



the ivill of the Deities. This farrago was couched In figurative and metaphorical verse* and was 
delivered by the Druids from little eminences to the surrounding muhiiade. The sun, moon, and 
stars, which were at first regarded with veneration as the most glorious works, and lively emblems 
of their Creator, were gradually adored as gods. To the sun the most ancient, the most illustrious, 
and the most universal object of idolatrous worship, those famous circles of stone, several of which 
still remain, seem to have been chiefly dedicated. The worship paid to the moon was similar, and 
the circular temples dedicated to these luminaries were of the same construction, and commonly 
contiguous. The worship of the ancient Britons consisted of songs of praise and thanksgiving ; 
prayers and snpplications ; offerings and sacrifices. Human victims constitute a melancholy feature 
in this formula. It was an article in the Druidical creed *' that nothing but the life of man could 
atone for the life of roan." Hence, their altars streamed with human blood ; and numbers of 
wretched men fell a sacrifice to the barbarous superstition. Criminals were selected in the first 
instance, but, when the number of the guilty was defective, the innocent submitted to the knife* 
These dreadful sacrifices were offered on behalf of the public, at the eve of a dangerous war, or in a 
time qf national calamity. Augustas condemned ; Tiberius punished 3 and Claudius abolished the 
horrid custom. 

Line 16. FonJ^ /an^.—Rednith Church. 
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Far other scene my aged eye gurveyi, 

FIac*d 'midst the shades which darkened other days. 

With withered form, and horrid aspecti trpde 
Terrific Famine from her drear abode ; 20 

To the dried bones her skin all shriveird clung ; 
Far down her breast her dugs, loose, dangling hung ; 
O'er her wan lips a clammy glew was spread ; 
Her elflock hair hung matted round her head; 
Her hollow eyes receded far beneath 25 

Her scowling brows ; mephitic was her breath. 

Pale nature from her sight shrunk with dismay. 
While she to Cornwall held her fated way. 
From heaven mysterious on she 3talk'd with powers, 
Within their clouds to seal refreshing showers; 30 

At her command forth scorching vapours flew, 
And swept the skies of soft descending dew. 
Far as the eye could reach from hoar Carn*Brae 
All uniform and waste sad Cornwall lay ; 

No waving foliage the parch'd forest erown'd ; 35 

No smiling flowers adorn'd the barren ground ; 
The meads with verdure were no longer clad, 
And from the grove the feathered choirs had fled : 
The springs no more the cooling streams supplied 
And gaping channels mourn'd their absent tide; 40 
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Dry pebbly beds their melancholy bild 

Senty unavailing, up the sultry vale. 

The panting herds, on hill, on mead and plain^ 

For Nature's liberal bounty low in vain ; 

Even man himself strays through the leafless wood, 45 

And sees each tree refuse bis usual food. 

The awful hour calPd from their calm abodes 
The sacred Druids to appease the gods : 
Each silent cell announced its priest away, 

Tli'asembly to compose on hoar Cam-Brae. 50 

A rugged rock, expoa*d to every wind^ 
Around whose base the mantling ivy twinM, 

Frown'd, far conspicuous, o'er the neighbouring plains. 

And fiird with awe the unoffending swains ; 

From this th' Arch-Druid, high above the rest, 55 

Reveal'd the fates to each inferior priest: 

Old Time had seen twice forty winters shed 

Their snowy honours on bis reverend head; 

Yet midst the furrows envious age' had made, 

A vernal bloom his countenance display d. 6o 

Line 49. Silent cell. — «« Their caves were all as rude at nataie forined them, or so little altered 
isQm nature, that nothing of art might apv>ear; the Dcuiids imagMivng that It >vas beneath the an- 
tiquity of their order, as well as the majesty of the gods, to make use of the modern delicacies of 
art.**— ^ — •• Bui these little houses wemheir sacclla, (sacred cells,) to which the people were to 
hdvc recourse for divining or deciding conuoversies, or for prayers." 

Borlar^s Antiquities tf CormcaUt ?=• *^. 
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From the Gorseddaa high, while on the ground 
The sacred Druids were disposed around^ 
He sorrowing rose, the words of age preferred. 
While tears flow*d, copious, down his silver beard. 

"Dire is the fate that CornwalFs shores befals; 65 

Th*occasion awful that our Council calls ; 
Oh ! what has pass'd these eyes, since on the green 
A boy I ran ; yet never have I seen 
The face of nature mark'd with such distress ; 
But those who fear the gods, the gods will bless. 70 

See, how the parched earth its fruits denies; 

See, how our misletoe, pale, withering, dies ; 
Ye sacred ministers, 'tis ours to try. 
By profferr'd vows to ope the brazen sky, 

Each morn let us upon this hallowed brae 75 

To heaven offended humble homage pay ; 
And promise to the powers who rule the sky, 
A victim shall, on rain*s descending, die; 
Our vows be we obedient to fulfil ; 
The gods who send alone can cure the ill.** 80 



Line 64. Silver-hear d.-^^'* the old Drpids had rcry long beards, and sometimes a wreath of oaken 
leaves round their temples j their garments reached down to their heels, and generally their cyet 

were fixed on the ground." 

Borlase*t Antiquities of Cornwall, p. 125. 

line 72. Muletoe,-^*' They deified the misletoe, and were not to approach it but in the mott 

devout and icrerential manner.*' 

Borlase's Antiquities qf Cornwall, p. 94. 
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He sorrowing said ; from tbose^ conven*d, around, 
Assent rose, murmuring, with a hollow sound. 



Two anxious morns, to soordiing suns exposM, 
In sacred circles were the priests inclosed: 

The third, th* Arch-Druid, from his rodcy steep, 85 

Descried a cloud emerging from the deep, 
Which, smairs a hand though first it rose to view. 
More thick, more broad, by quick advances grew. 
Till o'er the flaming sun it rapid spread. 

And heaven enveloped in its dismal shade. 90 

Still, as the caverns of the silent tomb. 
All nature lay beneath th'impending gloom ; 
While by the sacred train, their vows to pay, 
Are preparations made on hoar Cam-Brae: 

ITie anxious shepherds, gathering on the lea, 95 

Anticipate the dread, but sure decree; 
Or, for himself, or friend, each trembling fears; 
And, of his son, each father thinks with tears. 

When in the mystic urn the lots were thrown, 
Tlie black*ning skies assum'd a deeper frown ; 100 

Excessive heat, check'd with quick gusts of cold, 

A sudden elemental war fortold ; 

A bolt of fire rush*d from the gaping sky ; 

The trembling hills confessed the thunders nigh; 

8 
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A pause of silence, full of dread and awe^ 105 

Gave signal for the holy priest to draw 
The fated name ; the signal he obey'd ; 
And the lot fell on blooming Conrad's head. 

The destined victim be no sooner drew^ 
Than with augmented rage the lightnings flew; no 

Loud thunder peals^ to ratify its will, 
Discharg*d by heaven, burst round the murky hill. 

Of all, that irodc the margin of the main. 
The blooming Conrad was the favVite swain ; 
And all, to whom his rising worth was known, 115 

His virtues copied to impsove their own. 
What tended to enhance the sorrow more, 
Was the regard he fair Comuba bore. 
The highest pleasure, in whose tender breast. 
Grew from the flame his blushing lips confessed 2 120 

No anxious cares her tranquil bosom knew ; 
No adverse winds to fret her calmness flew ; 
Though numerous swains t'obtain her favour strove, 
*Twas Conrad's faithfulness claim'd all her love : 
She thought, transported, on that day of bliss, 123 

They hop'd would seal their mutual happiness. 
Such virtuous wish, of two who truly lov'd, 

Their parents favoured, and their friends approv*d; 
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And the chief joy^ which mortals seek below^ 

RemainM now with the Druid to bestow. 130 

Amidst their smiling hopes they still bewaiPd^ 
The dire distress that o'er the land prevaird;^ 
And, fearful to insult the general woe, 
Resolv'd a while, their union to forego. 

'*0 soon, O soon, exclaimed th'impatient swain, 135 

May heaven, appeasM, bestow refreshing rain ! 
Immortal powers ! who rule above the sky. 

Our des*late shores view with a pitying eye ; 

O may we soon the purling rivMet hear ; 

May rustling showers refresh the longing ear ; l»4o 

May parched hills their wonted face renew. 

And withered pastures bibe the balmy dew; 

May cheerful green appear in every field. 

And springing flowers the verdant meadow yield ; 

Prevailed upon by mourning Nature's voice, 145 

O make, again, our flocks and plains rejoice/' 

111 fated swain ! ah, little dost thou know. 
Thy smiling morn will find a night of woe ; 
The bright'ning prospect, rising on the view. 
No more art thou permitted to pursue; . 15Q 

Thou seest not death, alas ! relentless stand, 
A fatal jav'lin trembling in his hand. 
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Great was th* astonifihtnent each Bhepberd fillM^ 

"The sorrow great that through each bosom thrill*dj 

When they the sacred Dtrutd heard prodakn, I5S 

With awful voice^ tlw geDcnous ContBd*8 name. 

Among the rocks the vivid lightning flash*d $ 
Clouds meeting clouds^ o*er heaven^ tremendous^ Gra$h*d } 
Their rage, in a>ylul peals, the thunders broke ; 
And hoar Carn-Brae to her foundation shook. iSo 

The sacred train, their vows now to fulfil, 

Surround the altar, on the rocking bill* 

A momentary inter\'al took place. 

When fear and terror cover'd every fiice : 

Far different gallant Conrad stood, his mien 1 165 

All placid was, his countenance serene: 

As from the sorrowing throng h^ calm, advanced. 

His eye with patrbtic ardour glanc'd : 

"Grieve not, my fellow swains," he said, "while I, 

T* appease the gods, a willing victim die; IJtq 

Life and its transient joys of what avail. 

While Cornwall's weal lies in the other scale f 



Line 16-4. Fear and Terror-..** Tht Priests themselves did not approach, opon such tolenm 
*cca*ions, without a conscious trembling at the bloody rites which were then to be perfortned. 
««-----«- Pavci ipse tacerdot 

"Acceuus, dominumque iimel depftdcrt. Luco.*' Lv€. Lib. III. 

BvrUst'f AntiquiliH ^€omi99miIp^ 184. 
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Let to the gods ybbr grttitoife he jmidy 

While they, around, their libeml bDHnty npnasd. 

And, for so small a hoon, all-gineiotts^ sen^ 17S 

Their choicest bl^itgs on a weejmig land.'* 

While speaking thus, tw^Fih'd with ia nobte flame. 
Round to the place be looked wii^ace just he eame ; 
And, lol the yielding multitude diopky 

Coinuba pressing, p^Ie, her breathless way, 180 

Her maidens lent their aid, without avail ; > 

She Conrad spied, and then exhausted fell. 
His heroism, now, o'ercame with griefj 
The faithful Contfad flew to her relief. 

And pressed her sobbing to his tender breast ; 185 

And, mingling tears with hers, the fair addressed ; 

"Belov'd Cornuba! sovereign of my heart. 
Though heaven decrees that we for ever part ; 
Let not my sad catastrophe, designed 

For Cornwall's weal, o*erpow*r thy tender mind ; i^ 

When I repose beneath the moss-clad stone. 
In filial acts let thy regards be shown ; 
Live to solace th* accumulated cares 
Which wait thy parents in the vale of years ; 
And, ohl perhaps, the spot, where Conrad liea^ Ift* 

Will halWd be, with tears, from thy fall tytk.^ 
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While thus the swain bis sentimeats convi^'d^ 
The priests the mournful preparations made ; . 
The altar*s surface lambent flames ilium'd, . 
And clouds of incenso hoar Carn-Brae perAim*d : 20© 

The fillets leady lie; th' Arch-Druid stands; 
The sacred knife, bright^ glittering, in his hands ; 
Their harps the Barcjis, with holy ardour, strung, 
And loud, and solemn, songs of death were rung. 

The lofty sounds the soul of Conrad warm*d, 205 

And of his terlors awful Death disarmed ; 
The aged oak, aspiring to the skies. 
Thus mocks the whirlwind, and the stonn defies. 

But, oh! the fnir Cornuba's deep distress, 
What tongue can utter, or what words express? 210 

Like to the lovely lily of the vale. 
Whose form is shatter'd by the merdess gale; 

One while, she drooping stood; one while, she rav'd. 

Like some fond mother of its young bereavM ; 

A while, religion's venerable name 215 

The violent tempest of her soul o'ercame : 

But, when she found the fatal moment near 

That must for ever, from her Conrad tear ; 



igS. Moumjkl preparatUmt made ^Thc ptIefU first prayed ; then the victim was offered, being 

fifit ritually deyoted ; the Ma/a iaUtk, wine, and frankincense attending. 

Borlaie*s Antiquiiirs ^Ofmwail p. 184. 
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Far hence be grief, wi)i)e i resign my breath^ 
And meet an enviably glorious death ; 

Of it shall mention by each age be made, 246 - 

The place forgotten \9here my frame is laid; 
With it the bards shall swell the solemn song. 
And, on the sounding harp, my fame prolong/' 

He said. The thunders with a deepening sound. 
Burst o*er the hill ; red streams, along the ground, 2^ 

Of lightning lav'd ; fierce blazM (he welkin all. 
And from the clouds, the floods began to fall. 

Amid the awful uproar, calm, composed, 

» » .. 
He to the steel his snowy breast, expos'd ; 

Th' Arch-Druid to the gods his vow fulfiird, ii% 

And purple streams from Conrad's veins distilled; 

Around, the priests, in compact order, stood, 

Aud haird the rain that minglM with his blood. 

' * "• • .• . , 
O gen'rous swain ! how worthy to have seen 

Revolving years ; short thy career has been ; 20b 

All weltering in thy blood sunk on the ground. 
The joyous Druids thy pale corps surround ; 



Line ?65. His vow fulfi IP d-^' -The remains of ihosc who died in sacrifice were acconnled moi 

holy, and honoured before any other dead bodies.** 

Borlase's Jntiquiiies of CorntoaU, p. 186. 
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But fear not, genertttirf foxxfh, th^ ^ael^ hatd. 
In lasting song, shall give thy gfeat reWafd ; 

In ages, yet unborn, tby gallant namne ' ^^ 

•• 

Shall shine in records of iktathoitid fafiM. 

Far from the ^wful scene, the maids cdnveyM 
Cornuba, wailing, to a sylvan shade; 
And *neath an oak, that seem'd to brave the storm. 
They, careful, laid her pale, exhausted, form : 270 

Then loud the thunders roar'd : and o'er the whole 
Expanse of heaven, with rage, from pole to pole. 
The lightnings flam*d ; and, oh ! a sudden stroke, 
AimM by a mortal bolt, destroyed the oak ; 

Urg'd on its force to where Cortluba lay, 275 

And made her, peerless maid, a clod of clay ! 

Such dispensations, for its various end^. 
On feeble mortals, heaven mysterious sends. 

The cheerful pastures, and &ie itistlii)]^ showers ; 
The meads enamellM with tKfe frhgftttt flowers : 2«0 

The pearly dew spread 6*er the tbwcfittg^ hflis ; 
The smiling valley ; and the brawling rift^ 
To Cornwall's swains, continue to retatc 

The death of Conrad, and Comuba'a fate. 

u 
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Some interval\ now, brought the hollow roar 285 

Of dashing waters from the distant shore ; 
The pealing rains abated on the Brae; 

And^ on the ear, the thunders died away; 

The gloomy darkness gradually fled^ 

And left the sky, wiih fleecy clouds, overspread; 2Q0 

No more the herds, all o'er ihe sultry plain, 

For Nature's bounty, low around their swain; 

No more dry pebbly beds, their mournful tale. 

Send, unavailing* up the parched vale; 

With cooling streams are the full springa supplied; U95 

And laughing channels hail the flowing tide ; 

The meads, no more, their dying verdure mourn ; 

The feather'd songsters to the groves return ; 

Ev*n man himself, when straying through the wood, 

A promise hears, from every tree, of food. 300 

Pale Famine's haggard form, fer o'er the sky. 

Wrapt in a misty veil, was seen to fly ; 

To reason's ear, from Cornwall's plains and Braes, 

On the refreshing breeze, came hymns of praise ; 

Hung o'er the western Mount the sun appear'd, 305 

And, with his setting beams, its summit cheer'd: 

All nature tranquil lay ; the air serene, 

DiflTus'd a vernal softness o*er the scene* 
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The various scenes that round the Mount are spread. 
Thus has the Muse, with diffidence, surveyed ; 310 

And given the stranger, longing for the view, 
A humhle strain ; but a description true. 

Mute Silence hovers round the vocal shell ; 
Ye awful rocks ; ye ancient towers, farewell ! 
Long, as the billows of hoar Ocean roll; 315 

Long, as the Bear growls, shivering, round the pole ; 
Long, as £iir Scotia listens to the rills 
Which br&wl their way adown my native hills; 
May you, St. Aubyn*s pride; and ComwaH's boast. 
Remain the noblest theme of Albion's studded coast. 320 



SND OF CAXTO FOU&XH. 



Canto I, line 142> /or YhtreadTke. 

Page 5b, in the note> /or the number of Steam-eng^es an 67 » read it 67* 
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Printed by J. Tregoning 
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( Extracted f ram Lord St. Allan's History of Henry VII. ; Hol- 
LIN shed' 8 Chronicle; Carejv's Survey of Cornwall; the Earl 



OF Clarendon's History of the Rebellion; Rapjn's History of 
Englandj Sgc.J 
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appettOij;. 



When Trcrise, sheriff of Cornwall in 14^1, was slain by a parlj 
attached to the House of Lancaster, as stated in tlie note to Canto II. 
line !27, they took possession of St. Michael's Mount; and, a 
short time afterwards, surrendered it on reasonable conditions. 

In the year 149S, the Duchess of Burgundy attempted to wrest the 
crown from Henry VH. in order to restore it to the House of York. She 
circulated a report Uiat Richard, Duke of York, son of Edward IV. had 
escaped from the murderer Richard HI. She sought for a phantom 
that might personify her nephew; and, in Perkin Warbeck, the son of 
a Jewish convert, her fancy discovered princely qualities. This man 
acted his part so wellas todistract the English nation. James LV. King 
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of Scotland, received him as Duke of York, and gave him, in marriage, 
Catherine Gordon, daughter of the Earl of Huntley, and one of tlie 
most handsome and accomplished ladies of that kingdom. 

After several fruitless attempts to further the imposter's views, Jahes 
sent him to Ireland. A little before this, Henby had applied to his Pari- 
liamcnt for a subsidy to enable him to revenge the wrongs committed by 
the Scots, when fighting for Warbeck. The commissioners proceeded 
with so much vigour, in raising the moijey, as to cause great opposition 
in Cornwall, The rebels, led by Michael Joseph, a blacksmith of Bod- 
min, " a vain talkative fellow," says Lord St. Alban ; and one Thomas 
Flammocke, a lawyer, marched into Kent. In June, 1497, their array, 
which amounted to 16,000, was entirely routed. The blacksmith was 
among the slain. " Of the royalists about SOOwere killed, most of them 
shot with arrows, the length of ataylor'syard; — such powerful bowmen," 
adds his Ijordship, " were the Cornish men in those days !" 



The first insurrection had scarcely been suppressed, when a fresh 
commotion began. The Cornish rebels sent for Perkin Warbeck. He 
very willingly accepted the invitation, and marched at their head under 
the title of Richard IV. His troops soon submitted to King Henry, 
who sent a detachment of cavalry to St. Michael's Mount to seize 
Perkin's wife; as he was afraid, should she be pregnant, and should 
effect her escape, the present troubles would not end in the person of her 
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husband. This virtuous lady, by her modest deportment, so gained the 
King's favour, that he gave her a most gracious reception. He com- 
forted her himself in a very affectionate manner ; conducted her to the 
Queen, and assigned her an honourable allowance. This she enjoyed 
during King Henry's reign and several years after. She was called the 
White Rose, as well on account of her beauty, as its being the distin- 
guishing mark of the House of York. 

In the reign of Edw.4Rd VI, after the suppression of the Abbies, 
great numbers of monks were obliged to submit to manual labour for 
subsistence. The lands of the monasteries having become the property 
of the nobility, the rents were considerably advanced; and the farmers, to 
reduce the price of labour, employed fewer hands. The proprietors, 
finding the breeding of sheep more profitable than corn, inclosed their 
grounds ; hence, both landlord and tenant wanted but few people to tend 
their flocks. Numbers, by this means, lost the means of getting a live- 
lihood. Incessant murmurs were heard almost in every county. The 
insurrection in Devonshire assumed a dangerous aspect. The priests 
and monks ran from place to pkce, and fomented the rebellion. On the 
10th of June 1549, ten thousand men were drawn up in hostile array. 
" HuMPHRiE Arundell, Esq governoar of the Mount" commanded 
this army* 



" Tbe»ie«r of St. Thomas.Exeler, was oue of iho rcbel-IeadcM. " Tb'n maa bad manie 
{ood thJDf « in bim. He v» pf no great ilature, but well set. and migblilic compact ,- be 

b 



Vi St. MICBAEL't UOVKT. 



APPENDIX. 



The articles containing their demands to the King shewed that 
religion was their chief motive. Among other things they demanded 
that the mass should be in Latin ; that the sacrament should be lifted up 
and worshipped^ and those who refused to do so should suffer as heretics ; 
that holy breads holy water^ and palms be again used^ and images set up^ 
with all the other ancient ceremonies ; that the new liturgy should be 
laid aside^ and the old offices and processions restored ; that all preachers 
should pray for the souls in purgatory ; that the people should he forbid 
to read the bible ; and that for their grievances they should be redressed^ 
as Humphery Arundel and Boyer, Mayor of Bodmin^ should inform the 
King. These extravagant demands were rejected with indignation; 
and the obstinacy of the rebels became more formidable. They be- 
sieged Exeter; and^ on finding the invincible resolution of the citizens^ 
they turned the siege into a blockade. The King's forces advanced. 
The rebels raised the blockade and divided themselves into smaU parties^ 
which led to the defeat of the whole. At this time St. Michael's 



was a verie good wretUcr ; tliot well both in the hng-baw as alto ia the crouebow ; he 
handled hit kand^gum and peece yerie well ; he waa a Terie food w0odmMn and a hardie, and 
•uch a one at would not giue hit head for the polling, nor hit beard for the washing; he 
was a companion in ante exercises of activitie, and of a courteous and genUe behayi our. 
He descended of a good honest parentage, being born at Penverin in Comewall s and yet) in 
this rebellion an arch capleinc, and a principall dooer." 

This ** shining light" was hung in chains on the steeple of his own church, *' in his popish 
apparell, and had a holie water bucket and sprinkle, a scaring bell, a paire of beads, and 
sach other like popish trash lianged about him.*' 

BoUin$h€^s Chro. 4to. toI. 3. pp. 958, 959. 
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Mount was taken. Carew^ the father of Cornish History, in a style 
venerable for its antiquity, thus relates the particulars; 

'■ During the last Cornish commotion, dluers gent, with their 
wiucs and familieSj fled to the protection of this place, where the rebels 
besieged them, first wyning the plaine at tlie hits foote, by asault, when 
the water was out, and then the cuen ground on the top, by carrying \p 
great trusses of bay before lliem to blench tlie defendants sight, and dead 
their shot. After which they could make but slender resistance, for no 
sooner should any one within peepe out his head, ouer those inflanked 
ivals, but he became an ojjen marke lo a whole shoivre of anodes,* 



• Shtwre of arraires.—.KtchcTy was carried in England to a dcgrco uf Ihc highi'jt jjcr- 
rectiuu. In war it wai a dreadful ioitrumcDt of slaughter. In peace it wa« an objircl uf 
amusement. L'lidcr Euw.titn lit., tbc glory of thi: long-bow was at iu Mnitli. lu ISJ'J a 
precept WB4 iisucd to tlic ilicrivea uf must countica, fm providing bOO while buws ami 
■* man; bundle) of arrowB, for the Ibeu intended (car ogainit France. It was also ordered 
tbat the leisure lime upon holidays should be speat iu [he recreations ofArclierj. Pre. 
tiously to Ibcbaltic of Crcssy, In 1.146, a shnwcr tit' ralu so slackened Ihe Airings of the 
Genoese cruas-buws, that they became almost unserviceable. To Iheir Archers ttic Eugliih 
ascribed that vit'tur^i and aUn that of I'uiclicri, ten years afterwards i and the victor; of 
Agincourt, in lilT, was entirely owing to their skill. From that period, during several 
succeeding rci<;u>. ilatutct to encourage Archery were ordained, lu 1590, John Lyon, the 
founder of Harrow School, before his death directed among other Hmuiemenls of the 
scholars, tUat all parents should furnish their children with "bow-strings, shafla, and breaten, 
to exercise shuoting." CuitaLcs 1. in 1633, issued a commission for preventing the fields 
near London bciug so inclosed as " to interrupt the necessary and {irolilabic exercise of 
thooling.'' Uurini'lhc grand rebellion the practice of Archery, from receiving no eu- 
rouragement, seema to have fallen into diirepulc. That .Irchery should continue in 
esliniation so loug aflci the Uic uf firc-afms nill excite noastoalsbmcul, uhcu il is rcuicni- 
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Charles I. bis son. in 16S3, influenced by the «mc fawurilc. 
vigprou^Iy pushed the project of becoming; independent of the la^rs 
Hiirkin^hani vras assassinated. But the King; imagined he could govern 
without a parliament. In the first four years of his rei^n he dissolved 
three ; and, for twelve years, he levied taxes by his own will. 

Th^ he had a design to become arbilrarv- appeared from IiIb ad- 
mitting to his council the Archbishop of Cantcibury, and the Earl of 
Stafford, who were imbued with similar maxims. The violence of the 
torrent drowned, for a while, the mnrmurings of the [M-opIe. The Arch- 
bishop advised him to restore the Hierarchy of Scotland aud to introduce 
the English Litnrgy. By following tbia pernicious advice he became, 
in 1639, involved in an open war with that ancient Kingdom. 

The validity of his orders was now disputed ; and his !iubjec(g 
were ready to revolt. His army was obliged to retreat. The Scol« 
surprised Newcastle. He assembled his peers at York. Thcj nd- 
vised him, in order (o extricate himself from his difficulties, to call a 
parliament. Necessity obliged him to comply. The representatives 
were men distinguished for their talents, and their attachment lo 
English Liberty. The King had hoped thai their first object would 
be lo drive the Scots out of the kingdom ; but they directed their nlten- 
lion, first, to curb the illegal authority which he had^ for fifteen years, 
assumed. This resolution was no sooner known thau tdl tJie milioii 
adhered to the Parliament. The hostile parlies appealed to the swonl. 
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APPENDIX. 



In a faikm fidd^ at Naseby^ ia Northfuaptonshii^^ on the i4th. 
of Jtfne 1645, vras foaglft the fatal baiUe that decided, Sec eirer, the 
great straggle. The Kind's in&nUy were entire^ dbperaed. His whde 
train of artillery; alibis baggage; and tjke cabinet^ in which were 
deposited his most secret papers, Ml into the hands of his enemies. He 
fled into Wales ; and his generals endeavoured to retrieve their losses 
in the allegiance of the western counties. 



In Decamber, the Prince of Wales assembled hia fiiUher's troqig^ 
with the Gomish Militili, to the number of about 8000 mei^on the east 
side of t^ Exe. This army was commanded l^ Lord Hqpton. F^rfiuc, 
General of the ParUament-army, obliged him to pass the nTamer^and 
retire into GomWaU. 

At that time the Prince came to Traro; aii4, after a stay of some 
days> he Went to Pendennis Castle. Hearing liiat his anny was jpetiriog 
from Bodftiin tnd the enemy in f^rioua pursmt, at 10 o'clock at night, on 
the«l of l^arch^ M46, tie embarkedfbr ScUly. 

Loi4 Hopton made Truro his head-quarters ; but found himself 
eiztremdy embarrassed, as the people of the county, who before were 
devoted to the King, from existing circumstancesy changed their minds^ 
and offered IhemseKes to Faii^, to block up the passes, and prevent 
the King's forces from escaping. 
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The Parliament-army was encainped in some Jtelds, on the eaet Of 
Truro, which ha? e, ever since, retained the name of " tlie Camp-fields. " 

Such was Hopton's situation, when a trumpet arrived from Fairfax, 
with a letter, containing terms of capitulation. This the cavah'j ac- 
cepted and were disbanded ; but his Lordship sent the ammunition and 
infentry to Pendennis Castle, and St. Michael's Molnt. From the 
latter place he, with the first fair wind, set sail for Scilly. 

About that Ume the Duke of Hamilton, who aftcrwai'ds acted a dis- 
tingirished part for the King, was a prisoner in Pendennis Castle. His 
Majesty's warrtnt, for his removal to the Mount, was sent to Sir Francis 
Basset* Uie governor, who next morning went and look him under 
his charge. 



* The Eart otClarndiri calli bjra Sir Arlhnr. 

" Sir FrtHii BMct of fj-hidd;, Knifbt. wai Sbehff of Camnall... XUrlM I. Be mat 

gOTerner of the Mtmiri, which wm hii own iBheriUncc." "John Battel, E>q. hi* 

■on *.ai heir wai impritoBed bj the usurping powers, and wa* furced, (To purchate h'tt 
libertj.) ts part witk Um Upon t« John St. AabtD, Kt^."' - ' ■" in nhajs poHCHiaa 
■t now reitetb." 

Carew'i Survey qf Cormealt. By Lomd De Donit*kvii.i.e, pp. 3T4, 377. 

AnoDS the poTtraits at Tehidy-Park, ii that of Sir Franci* Baiscl, V. Admiral of 
Cornwall:— whole length in black, with the ii^ and sliipping in the back-ground, by 

The following it the superuriplion of one of hit lelten to hit I^y. 

" To mj dearirt ffriende Mr*. Bajclt at Ibe Mount, this ipecde. 

Letthebearcrhereof pat) quickly to the Mount." Lauccttouo, ISth July, 1644. 

In the letter thu* directed, he layi : " Salt, my Lotc" " fat oien nnd cow* 

at the Mount, though 1 know not bow I shall cune tbilher '. 

aod preierve and bleu job, iweate LoTe '" (Cotnmuni cited by Mr. fo/rArfr.) 
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The fortifications at the Mount had been increased till the works 
were considered as impregnable and almost inaccessible. It is repre- 
sented in tlic Teliidy MSS. as " a place of very p^reat strength, and! 
much importance for the safely of the county, and very useful to his 
Majesty's service." 

In April, however, the Duke advised a surrender; else, it corf 
have held out for many months. 

Colonel Hammond, the Parliament-officer employed on this 
casion, permitletl the governor and garrison to go to Scilly. He found' 
in the castle 100 barrels of powder; 500 muskets; 100 pikes; 30 
pieces of cannon ; 3 murthering pieces ; 80 tons of wine, and abun- 
dance of every kind of provisions 

This was (he last military transaction that occurred on this vene- 
rable eminence; an eminence which, whether considered in a 

natural, ecclesiastical, historical, or military point of view, is, perhaps^ 
one of the. most remarkable places in the British Empire. 



finisE. 



J. Heard, Prinltr, An. 30, Botcau-enslrfrl, Truro. 



